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1. Keep both hands on the
steeringwhed at all times

Keep al distractions, such as cell
phones or even the radio, off and
away fromyou. Whilefocusto your
front do Take aL ook in Back View
Mirror aswell asRight Hand side &
Left Hand side so that you get an
360 degree over view what is
happening around any mud slide or
falling tree, electric pole, hanging
electrical wires , or in coming
hazard etc.

2. Turnonyour headlights

This will make it easier for you to
seewhat isinfront of you, and make
your vehicle more visible to other
road user, thus, preventing any
accidents.

3. Keep a minimum of a good
distance from the car in front of
you

You never know what other drivers
are going to do or what could
happentoyou!

4.Driveat below thespeed limit
To the extent that you are
comfortable with, and can see far

enough in front of you to
appropriately make driving
decisions.

5. Be aware that the maximum
speed at which you can drive is
DIRECTLY relatedtoyour tyres

Be sure to know the condition of
your tyres. Radial tyres have better
traction than the old bias ply
polyester tyres, but even they lose
their ability to grip wet pavement
and channel water out as the tread
wearsout.

6. Beawar eof hydroplaning

This is where your vehicle travels
on top of the water and has NO or
very little contact with the ground.
Your traction is reduced
significantly. To safely get out of a
hydroplaning situation let off the
gas and steer straight or slightly in
the direction you must go. Do not
make sudden motions and remain
cam.

7. Avoid flooded r oads

Never drive through standing or
flowing water in aroad way unless
you have no choice or you are able
to follow someone elseto judge the
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SAFETY

depth of the water. Flooding the
engine of your car can cause the
engine to stall, and deep water can
actually float your car and takeit of f
theroadway.

8. Turn on the defroster if the
windshield beginstofog

In hot, muggy weather, air
conditioned air (which cannot
contain as much moisture) will
usually clear the inside of the
windshield faster than non-air
conditioned.

9. Be aware that brakes can be
affected by water

Wet drumtypebrakesare especially
prone to decreased stopping power
after driving through deep water.

10. Watch for splashing from
potholes and pools of water that
accumulate at clogged storm
drain pipes and low areas of the
pavement

Highways also develop *“ruts’
where the heaviest traffic tracks,
and you may be able to position
your vehicle while remaining in
your laneto avoidthese.
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EDITORIAL

Subsidy Removal: AutoGas, Evs To The Rescue

29, 2023, President Bola

Tinubuwasvery bluntinsaying
that the era of government subsidy
on petroleum productswasgone.
Though the Muhammadu Buhari
government had earlier stopped
appropriation for subsidy payments
to take effect by the end of June,
2023, Tinubu's pronouncement
abruptly put an end to the regime,
which has been bedeviled by
controversies and corruption for
decades.
Nigeria is unhealthily depending
largely onimported petrol to runits
economy, though it has four
government owned crude oil
refineriesthat arehighly unreliable.
For too long, accurate figures could
not be placed on the volume of
petrol imported into the country, as
this may not be unconnected with
the corruption associated with the
subsidy regime.
In 2011, theaverage daily Premium
Motor Spirit (PMS), commonly
known as petrol consumption rate
was 29.3 million litres, while the

I n his inaugura speech on May

government paid a subsidy of
N2,110b based on an estimated
daily PMS consumption rate of
56.9millionlitres.

The government claimed that the
difference of 27.6 million litres per
day was smuggled to neighbouring
countries. The federal government
also said the volume of petrol that
was consumed acrossthecountry in
thefirst half of 2023is11.26 hillion
litres. It has however been noted
that consumption reduced by an
average of about 18.5 million litres
dailyinJune.

Nigerian Midstream and
Downstream Petroleum
Regulatory Authority figures show
that between January 1 and May 28,
2023, which was the pre-
deregulation period, the total
amount of petrol consumed
nationwide was about 9.9 hillion
litres.

The average consumption for the
148-day period was put at 66.9
million litres, indicating the
country consumed an average of
66.9 million litres of petrol daily

during the five-month period when
subsidy on petrol wasstill inplace.
Hence, these showsthat the country
will be making huge savings with
the removal of the subsidy regime.
And this is time for the country to
make heavy investments in
alternative energy such as electric
and gas. Thisisimperative because
Nigeria relies over 80% on land
transportation. Aside vehicles, gas
can also beusedto power thetrains.
It iscommendable that the Nigerian
Institute of Transport Technology
(NITT), Zaria, has taken the
initiative to promote the
devel opment of auto gas.

It is also worthy of note that the
National Automotive Design and
Development Council (NADDC),
has been in the forefront of
encouraging the development of
electricvehiclesinthecountry.

We urge the federal government to
direct its savings from the subsidy
regime to improving the
transportation infrastructure in the
country, asthiswill goalongway in
easing thetransportation difficulties
currently facing Nigerians.
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TYRE WATCH

Car Tyre Maintenance: Dos and Don'ts

ear and tear are expected,

with your tyres taking all

the burden of endless
rugged driving. Here's a list of some
simple tips to keep your tyresin good
shape.

Tyres Shouldn't Be Under or Over-
Inflated

If you face issues with the accelerator,
brakes, or steering, perhaps checking
the tyre pressure is a good idea
Especialy in the cold weather, you
should aim for car tyre pressure checks
at least once or twiceamonth. Thereis
a good chance you'll find the need to
adjusttheinflationinthetyres.

Wheel Alignment

Every 25,000 km or maybe onceayear,
you should treat your car tyres with
wheel alignment. However, when
using your car on bad roads, it should
be more often. Doing thiswill prevent
uneven tread wear. The daily impacts
of railroad crossings, potholes, and
other rough terrains can depreciate
your car'styres. These adjustmentswill
also contributetoreducingtyrewear.

RotateYour Car'sTyresRegularly
You might not be aware, but rotating
your car's tyres can improve its
performance and lifespan. Most car-
owners and drive ignore the need for
rotating the car tyre. The truth is that
your car tyre needs rotation every six
months or once in every 12,000 km.
Rotation ensures even tyre tread wear
that prevents the tyres from wearing
out too soon.

Inspect BeforeLongRoad Trips

At the time of car washing or inflating
your car's tyres, do a physical
inspection aswell. It would help if you
looked for bulges, cracks, or anything
that could've puncturedthetyres. If any
of these objects puncture your tyre's
sidewall, the tyre would require
replacement. You may also opt for a
complete professional inspection
before making long road tripsto ensure
proper saf ety.

Never Overload theVehicle

You canlearn about the overall weight-
bearing capacity of your car on the
placard on your car'sdoor. Shockingly,
overloading the car can be one of the
prime causes of tyre failure. If not
outright tyre failure, it'll still lead to
poor handling controls.

Avoid I nstallingMismatched Tyres
Installing mismatched tyresisarookie
mistake that most drivers are tempted

to make. Mismatched tyres tend to
negatively impact the control and
handling of your car. What's more, it
can cause wear and tear for the rest of
the tyres. Moreover, it can also be
fatalistic for other components in your
car.

So, don't wait for your car's tyres to
giveuptill thelast moment. With these
car tyre care tips, you can prolong the
lifeof your car'styres.

The Infinity Tyres Advantage

Passenger Tyres

Characterized by rigid tread blocks
for better control.

Higher tyre life with ultimate dry and
wet grip makesit nearly

unbeatable.

Comprehensive range and brand of
tyres for Passenger Car:

SUv

Enhances on-road and off-road
stability and protects from cuts

and stone drilling.

Light Truck Tyres

Specifically designed for light
commercial vehicles:

Mini-buses

4x4

Vans

Capable of carrying heavier loads.
Enhance efficiency with features like
improved fuel economy

and reduced rate of tyre wear.
Enhanced durability and excellent on-
road handling for a

smooth and comfortable ride.
Truck & BusTyres

High mileage.

Improves fue efficiency.

Regular tread wear and low rolling
resistance.

Designed to better cope with rough
surfaces and mitigate rolling

Noi ses.

OTR Tyres

Ideal for severe heavy duty
applications.

Perfect for port operations.

Used for mining and heavy
construction equipment.
Agricultura Tyres

Ultimate in strength and performance.
A comprehensive range.
Industrial Tyres

A comprehensive range.
Consistent and reliable operation.
...More details on
www.infinitytyres.com
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Sailun Tyres Top Executives Visit Nigeria,
To Strengthen Partnership With Tanzanite Ltd

: % FA'"’"

ne of the leading tyre
manufacturers based in
China, Sailun Tyres, saysit

is working towards continued and
expanded provision of high-
performance tyre solutions for
Nigeria.

This, it said, would help Nigeriato
sustainably develop its economy
through effective road
transportation.

Executive President of the
company, Mr Xie Xiaohong, who
led a 13-member delegation to
Nigeria, disclosed this on Monday
during an interactive session with
somejournalistsinLagos.

Already, he said the company had
carried out an extensive research
work on tyre uses in Nigeria, the
peculiarity of the environment and
thenature of theroads.

“We heard that the new President
(Bola Tinubu) wants to reinforce
the economy of the country.And we
know that you can only achievethat
with effective transportation, and
quality tyres developed for your
road play a vital role in effective
road transportation.

“We came to Nigeria to do some
research on the local (tyre) market
for more trade and strengthen our
partnershipwith TanzaniteLtd.”

He also hinted of plansto set up a
tyre factory in future to serve the
African market, adding that a
research was being done in this
area.

According to Xiaohong, Sailun
develops tyres that are tropicalised
and suitable for the Nigerian roads,
noting that Chinahad asimilar road
condition in 2000 and itstyreswere
reinforced to servethe people of the
country.

The Xiaohong-led delegation met
with their Nigerian partners,

™ ;13;.!.‘:«.\&* L

L-R: Director, Sailun Tyres, David Wei; Executive President, Sailun Tyres, Xie
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Xiaohong, and Executive Director at Chanrai Nigeria Limited, Sunny Hart, at a press
conferencein LagosduringtheSailunteamvisitto Nigeria...recently

Tanzanite Ltd, represented by Mr
Anil Sahgal, Managing Director,
and some other business
executives, to explore new avenues
of collaboration and strategies for
further growth and devel opment.
The visiting executives of Sailun
Tyres aso engaged leaders of
Tanzanite Ltd, a prominent
distributor in Nigeriaand Africa, in
strategic discussions to identify
opportunities for mutual growth
and explore new ways to enhance
customer satisfaction.

Xiaohong said the Sailun Tyres
partnership with Tanzanite Ltd
datesback to 15years.

A statement by Tanzanite said the
visit by the Sailun Tyres team came
“a a time when the Nigerian
automotive industry was
experiencing significant
turbulence resulting in movement
towards value brands due to price
pressure.

“Sailun Tyres aims to capitalize on
this future market and solidify its
positionasatrustedtyreproviderin

Nigeria.”

It also said, “Sailun Tyres is
renowned for its cutting-edge
manufacturing processes,
innovative technology, and
commitment to delivering superior
quality products.

“With awiderange of tyresolutions
for passenger vehicles, commercial
trucks, and off-road vehicles,
Sailun Tyre has firmly established
itself as a global leader in the tyre
industry.

“As Sallun Tyres local partner,
TanzaniteLtd possessesan in-depth
understanding of the Nigerian
market, ensuring effective
distribution channels and
comprehensive customer support.”
The collaboration between these
two industry giants is expected to
foster the availability of high-
performance tyre solutions that
meet international standards,
catering to the increasing demands
of both individual drivers and
commercial fleetsacrossNigeria
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Support, Encourage PSTT, TICT MD Tells Stakeholders

he National
Coordinator of
the Port

Standing Task Team
(PSTT), Mr. Moses
Fadipe and the
Managing Director of
Tincan Island Container
Terminal (TICT), Mr.
Rochers Ettiene have
agreed to explore areas
of collaboration to
sustain the
implementation of the
Nigeria Port Process
Manual (NPPM) for the

) (MD TICT) Mr Moses Fadipe (National Coordinator,- Presidential Port
overall benefit of the giandingTask Team) Mr K olaSaka(Terminal Manager - TICT)

He called on industry
operators to rally round the
PSTT to encourage it on the
good work it has done in the
Nigerian port industry in the
less than two years of its
existence, saying the country
needs to leverage the
achievement of the PSTT to
position the Nigerian port
industry.

In his remarks, the Nationa
Coordinator of PSTT,
Comrade Moses Fadipe, said
that PSTT whichisdomiciled
at the Shippers Council, as
the Lead Agency for the

Nigerian Portindustry.
Speaking during a
courtesy call to his office by the PSTT
Coordinator, the TICT MD expressed
delight for the PSTT visit to his office,
saying it was hisfirst time meeting the
PSTT boss, “after all the
transformational work you have done
in our terminal. We thank you and the
Nigerian Shippers Council which we
understand is now doing the work of
the Port Economic Regulator. We have
seen alot of changes so far under the
Shippers Council and we wish very
muchto expressour thanksto PSTT.”
He also promised to support the efforts
of the Nigeria Customs Services and
PSTT to ensure seamless release of
importsand shipment of export cargoes

in line with Ease of Doing Business
policy of the Federal Government,
saying TICT is the biggest investor of
al the terminals in Lagos in terms of
equipment including number RPGs
and technical support manpower. “We
have a high density of people and
equipment over asmall area,” hesaid.
Mr. Ettiene further called on port
operators and users to comply with the
cargo scanning/examination site rules
as being implemented by the Task
Team, particularly as it relates to
timelines for positioning of cargo for
examination, commencement of
examination by 9:00am and closure of
activities at the scanning/examination
siteby 4:00pm.

implementation of the
NPPM, was set up by the
Federal Government under the Office
of the Vice President with the
Chairman of the ICPC as its CEO to
monitor and ensure compliance to the
NPPM.

Fadipe who is aso a Director in the
Nigerian Shippers Council, disclosed
that the government found the
establishment of the PSTT necessary
because of the government's desire to
have a regime of Ease of Doing
Business in the ports, to create an
enabling environment for theinvestors
who have brought their money and the
technical knowhow to develop
Nigeria's maritime industry and have
returnsontheir investments.

Transport Ministry, Customs Synergise On Overtime Ports Cargo

By Ignatius Ushie

he Federal Ministry of

Transportation isto synergise

with the Nigeria Customs
Service (NCS) in the disposal of
over-time cargo to pave way for
effective and efficient service
delivery at theports.
The Permanent Secretary, Federa
Ministry of Transportation, Dr.
Magdalene Ajani, made this
disclosure during a courtesy call on
the Acting Comptroller General of
NCS, Bashir Adeniyi, at the agency's
Headquartersin Abuja.

The Permanent Secretary noted that it
was pertinent to be amongst thefirst to
pay avisit to the Acting Comptroller
and extend the Ministry's well wishes
on his recent appointment and brief
him on the Committee that was set up
comprising the Ministry, its agencies
and the NCS on disposal of overtime
cargoesat all theportsinNigeria.

Speaking on the need to clear the
ports, Ajani said: “The placesare over
spilling with overtime cargoes. Some
dating way morethan 10 years. We are
not even sure of the integrity of the

goods, but for our whole operational
services, this is impeding service
delivery and efficiency”.

Responding, the Acting Comptroller
General, NCS, Bashir Adeniyi,
informed the delegation that with the
recent Nigeria Customs Service Act,
2023, adequate provisions for dealing
with issues of port congestion that
were not in prior mandate of the
Service will reposition the body to
ensurethat Nigerian portsare efficient
and meetstheneedsof it users.
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Governor Otu Calls For Dredging Of Calabar Port

| ] | ; SO

ross River State Governor,
Senator Prince Bassey Otu, has
appealed to the Federal
Government for the speedy dredging of
the Calabar Port.
Speaking in Government House,
Calabar, recently, when hereceived the
Cdabar Port Manager, Mr. Festus
Ikechi Olumati, and his team, the
governor explainedthat transformingit
toanactiveport will attract investorsas
well as tourists and boost revenue
generation.
"It isimportant that the encumbrances
hindering the dredging work be settled
out of court for usto haveamoreactive
port.
"If itisintermsof offering concessions
to cargo and ship owners, we will
ensurethat such aregranted.
"We are fully aware of the enormous
economic potential of the port and we
will do our best to makeit work so asto
improve our economy through the
generation of desired revenue for the
country," thegovernor assured.
Otu charged the management of the

- oY |

L-R: Cross River State Deputy Governor, Hon. Peter Odey; Cross River State Governor,

Senator Bassey Otu; and Calabar Port Manager, Mr. Festus|kechi Olumati duringthevisit

ports to take advantage of the existing
synergy between the state government,
the Navy, and other security agencies
todraw moretraffic.

"We are doing our best in terms of
security and | want to assure you that
with the collaborative efforts of the
Navy and other security agenciesinthe

Flood: Katsina To Demolish Buildings On Water ways

he Katsina State
Government has given
directives for buildings

standing on waterways in the state
to be demolished as part of
measures to avoid a repeat of the
flood menace experienced on the
staterecently.

The Deputy Governor of the state,
Hon. Faruq Jobe, gave the directive
to the state's Urban and Regional
Planning Board (URPB) shortly
after visiting some of the areas
affected by flood inthe state capital .
Jobe blamed the recent flood that
caused havoc in the state capital on
buildings erected on waterways as
well as the indiscriminate dumping
of wastematerialsindrainages.
Consequently, starting from the
state capital, the URPB are to
identify and pull down every

structures standing on waterwaysto
curtail flood menaceinthestate.
Jobe said: “We have ordered the
state Urban and Regional Planning
Board to demolish all houses and
other structures built on waterways
intheaffected communitiesto allow
freeflow of water.

“So, the URPB will go and sit down
with those affected and develop a
plan that will pave the way for the
immediate reconstruction of water
channels blocked by illegal
structures to prevent flooding in the
state.”

The Katsina Deputy Governor aso
disclosed that the state government
has already embarked on the
expansion and rehabilitation of
drainages in the state to further
arrest theugly trend.

state coupled with the fact that we are
positioning avessel at theestuary, these
would help check piracy and other
criminal activities.

"Do not relent in your marketing drive
but ensure you meet with the Chambers
of Commerce and other relevant
stakehol ders on the need for arenewed
driveto bringlifeback tothePort.

"We have an investment across the
waterways, so we welcome any
investor willing to dry dock or engage
in other ports development that will
boost economic activities around the
area," Otusaid.

Earlier, the Caabar Ports Manager,
Chief Festus Ikechi Olumati, informed
the governors that his team has not
relented in its aggressive marketing
efforts, which are yielding efforts with
morecargoesberthing.

"Prior to my taking over the Ports, we
were receiving four vessels monthly,
but today, through our aggressive
marketing efforts, we now receive at
least 16 vesselsinamonth.

"Also, after six years, the Calabar Port
has received 34,000 metric tonnes of
vessel with atotal cargo tonnage of 42
metrictonnes.

"These have tranglated into increase in
both revenue generation and cargo
activities in the ports, thereby
generating employment
opportunities,” the portsmanager said.
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Lekki Deep Seaport Creates 153 Capacity Pre-Gate Truck Park

ekki Deep Sea Port has

created a 153 capacity pre-

gate truck park to ensure
efficient and seamless traffic
management control at theport.
This will be an integral part of the
automated gate system of the port
which consistsof:
- Pre-Gate Truck Park of 2.5
hectares

- Vehicle Booking System whichis
an electronic platform for port users
to register their intended visits to
the port to ensure only authorised
entry based on RFID tags and
biometrics.

- The Port Gates which will have
optical camera recognition portals
to read the RFID tags on the trucks
as they arrive the port; biometric

readers for drivers, gate kiosks to
issue pick up & drop off tickets to
the drivers and gate arms to allow
access/exit for thetruckers.

Lekki Deep Sea Port is
collaborating with Lagos State
Government and Nigerian Port
Authority to ensure a full scope
traffic management plan for the
entireLekki Economic ZonesArea.

fter 75 years of stalling

amid various obstacles, the

Benin Port Project is
finally kicking off with the
emergence of apreferred bidder for
the most ambitious legacy project
of the Edo State Governor, Mr.
Godwin Obaseki.
Chairman of the Benin Port Project,
Dr. Greg Ogbeifun, confirmed
recently that the preferred bidder,
Mota Engil Africa, emerged after a
one-week evaluation exercise
conducted on the bids received in
response to the Request for
Proposals, from the three pre-
qualified bidders, namely China
Harbour Engineering Company

(China), Mota-Engil Africa
(Portugal), and Yilport Holding Inc
(Turkey).

Mota Engil Africa, which is also
handling the Kano-Maradi rail

Mota Engil Africa Emrles for Benin Port Project

project of the federal government,
recently took delivery of $200
million worth of equipment,
showcasing its capacity to deliver
on big-ticket projects.Efforts to
construct the port had persisted
unsuccessfully for over 75 years
after it was first proposed, as
regulatory, funding and institutional
setbacks halted various moves to
embark ontheproject.

THISDAY reports that Governor
Obaseki had promised to build the
port during his campaigns in 2016
and has ever since pursued the
actualisation of the project,
navigating an extremely complex
maze of regulatory and institutional
challenges.The governor had in his
New Year address in 2017,
announced the set-up of a seven-
man committee chaired by Engr.

Greg Ero, to lead the development
of the port project. This Committee
was eventually succeeded by theDr.
Ogbeifun-led Benin Port project
team, which is currently handling
theproject.

Responding to the development,
Obaseki said it was delightful that
the project has finally kicked off in
earnest to serve as a launchpad for
the expansion of Edo's $11.8 billion
economy, noting that it would
catalyse the growth of the
agriculture, real estate,
manufacturing, food processing,
automotive, power, retail and
extractive sectors.“We are now set
for the commencement of this
landmark project, which will opena
new vista of opportunities for Edo
peopleand Nigeriansingeneral,” he
noted.
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Climate Change Challenges: Nigeria Syncing With IMO

ackling Climate Change

Cutting GreenHouse

Gas, GHG emissions
from ships including adoption
of the revised IMO GHG
Strategy wasthefocus at the just
concluded 80th session of the
Marine Environment Protection
Committee MEPC of the
International Maritime
Organisation that took place in
London.
Nigeria's Permanent
Representative at the IMO
Nigeria's High Commissioner to
the United Kingdom,
Ambassador Sarafa Tunji Isola
led other Nigerian delegates to
participate at the session, where
Energy Efficiency of Ships,
Ballast Water Management
among other topical issues were
reviewed.

L-R: Executive Director, Marine and Operations, Nigerian Port Authority, Hon. Onari
Brown; Nigeria's Alternate Permanent Representative to the International Maritime
Organisation (IMO), Mr. Dirisu Abdulmumini; Nigerian High Commissioner to the
United Kingdom, Ambassador Sarafa Tunji Isola and Director, Marine Environment
Management, Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), Mr.
Heaky Dimowo duringlMOMEPC 80inLondon

Customs To Keep 4% Of Import Earnings As Operating Cost

he Nigeria Customs Service

(NCS) will henceforth keep

over four per cent of thefree-
on-board value of imports for its
operationsin line with international
best practice as provided by its
enabling act.
This is the first time since its
inceptionthe servicewill financeits
statutory responsibilities from the
revenue it generates as provided in
Section 18 of the recent Nigeria
CustomsServiceAct (NCSA).
Thiswasdisclosed by the Chairman
of the House of Representatives
Committee on Customs and Excise
in the ninth National Assembly,
Leke Abgjide, recently, at atwo-day
sensitisation workshop on the
Nigeria Customs Service Act 2023
held for management members of

theservicein Abuja

He said the new arrangement would
speed up the growth of theeconomy,
enhanceinvestors and stakeholders
confidence, boost the morale of
Customs officers nationwide and
improve the transparency of the
country's business climate in the
global market.

Abejide added that the legidation
empowers the service to execute
projectsnot morethan 10 per cent of
itstotal capital budget.

He said this makes it faster for the
service to implement its capita
projects as quickly as possible to
enhancethe performance of officers
inservicedelivery.

According to him, projects whose
value is above 10 per cent of the
total capital projects of the year
under review will require Federal

Executive Council (FEC) approval.
The Acting Comptroller General of
NCS, Adewale Adeniyi, said the
service is an important agency of
the Federal Government saddled
with the enormous responsibility of
administering, managing and
enforcing the provision of the
defunct Customs and Excise
Management Act (CEMA) Cap C45
LFN 2004.

According to him, CEMA, which
was enacted 63 years ago, had
remained in operation without any
significant amendment
notwithstanding the expansion in
government, growth in population
and over-dynamic progress and
challenges in the economy. He said
severa attempts were made in the
past for theamendmentsor repeal of
CEMA tonoavail.
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hese are working concept and

definition of services and related

activities arising from the function
extracted from the port act. The definitions
are same and cuts across in meaning to the
third parties, joint ventures and agencies
providingthem

TOWAGE

Towage isthe pushing or pulling of aship or
barge along the water by another ship or boat
calledtug.

PILOTAGE
Thisis the act or skill of assisting a ship to
navigatethrough the channel sof the port.

MOORING
It isthe act of fastening a vessel to abollard
by rope.

STEVEDORING

This is an act of unloading and loading of
goods from ship hold to wharf. It aso
involves every act that is connected to cargo
handling within a port, terminal space, or
warehouse and related environment. A
stevedore is the, dockworker, a waterfront
manua laborer who is involved in loading
and unloading ships

TERMINAL HANDLING

It is the summary of services involving the
use of plant, machinery, equipment, and
maintenance in the terminal for
container/Cargo being loaded or unloaded by
shipping lines at a port of shipment or
destination.

STORAGE

Safe keeping of container/cargo discharged
or loaded in the port of destination within a
designated space or facility awaiting final
delivery totheconsignee

CARGOSURVEYING

Itisthe processof carrying out adraft survey
in order to determine the actual cargo and its
condition discharged or loaded on board the
vessel in accordance with the limit and law
requiredintheport of call

BERTHING

It is the process of bringing in a vessel by
appointed Pilot to a designated location
within port for safe and secured mooring that
will facilitate discharging and loading of
cargo

BERTHINGMEETING

A preliminary meeting held to determine the
alocation of specific ships to respective
berths within the ports. These meetings are
held daily where agents declare the
particulars of the ship and the cargo which
informs berth allocation by the Port
Authority.

RADIO/SIGNAL COMMUNICATION &
PORT CONTROL

It is a regulatory process of information
exchange and documentation involving
vessels through visual look out, GMDSS,
radi o telephony and other meansof electronic
communication that provides active marine
traffic monitoring and navigational advice
for vessels within territorial waters and its
approaches.

NAVIGATIONALAIDS
Thisreferstotheinstrumentsuseby pilotsfor
the purpose of navigation and assistance to
ascertain positions and to determine the
speed, direction etc. in order to arrive safely
at theport or point of destination.

SALVAGE & RESCUE
Thisis a specialized operation involving the

MARITIME
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use of tugboats to rescue shipsand personsin
distress or in danger of sinking, or to salvage
shipswhich havealready sunk.

DREDGING

This is a routine removal of sediments and
debris from the bottom of lakes, rivers,
harbors, and other water bodiesthat gradually

+ ~ fills the channels or harbours in order to

maintain or increase the depth of navigation
channels, anchorages, or berthing areas to
facilitate saf e passage of boatsand ships.

CHANNEL MAINTENANCE

Channel maintenance is form of dredging
that is required in some areas or locations of
the channelsto eliminate possible risk and to
ensure safe passagefor shipsand other crafts.

HYDROGRAPHIC
SURVEY/CHARTING

It is the technique of measurement and
description of features which affect maritime
navigation and other related activities which
areinimical to safenavigation.

DOCKING

Docking or Dry Docking are used when
ships, boatsand other craftsaretakeninto the
service yard for inspection, maintenance,
andrepair.

WRECK REMOVAL

It is an extensive operation of removal or
extraction of objects that pose or constitute
obstruction to safe access or navigation to a
portor portfacilities.

ANCHORAGE

It is a designated area at sea protected from
weather conditions, and other hazards where
ships can lower anchors. The areas usually
have conditions considered safe for
anchorage.

BUNKERING

It is the supply of fuel/diesel or refueling of
ship by the use of another ship in a seaport.
Bunkering is also referred to as taking of oil
or bunkerson board ship.

WASTE RECEPTION

This is the system of handling waste such
Oily wastes, sludge, drainagefromthebilges,
sewage garbage and others, generated along
with cargo residues during loading and
unloading operations in line with IMO
ConventionMARPOL 73/78.
Courtesy of
https://nigerianports.gov.ng/fags/glossary-
of-terms/
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AUTO

Carloha Nigeria, Partners HD

rloha Nigeria, a
global automobile
company that

specialises in sales and
services of quality used JS
vehicles, has officially &
partnered with HD Autos, to
open a new automobile shop
inLekki, Lagos.
Located close to the popular &
Mega Chicken restaurant on
the highbrow Lekki-Epe
Expressway, the shop is —
loaded with high end Z Jg
automobiles. 3
This strategic expansion m
move by CarlohaNigeriawill
significantly strengthen its
presencein thethriving automotive
market of Nigeria.

Mr. Henry George, Managing
Director, HD Autos, stated during
the opening ceremony which held
on Saturday, July 8, 2023, that “ Our
state-of-the-art facilities, skilled
team, and comprehensive after-
salesservice are all geared towards
enhancing customer experience
and building trust that extends
beyond the initial purchase. With
HD Autos and Carloha Nigeria
working hand in hand, we are
confident that our customers will
not only drive exceptional vehicles
but also become apart of aclosely-
knit automotivefamily.

“As we embark on this journey
together, we recognize the
challenges and opportunities that
lie ahead. We promise to remain
steadfast in our commitment to
continuous improvement,
sustainability, and adaptability to
the changing market dynamics.
With our combined expertise, we
are confident in our ability to
overcome challenges and soar to
new heights.”

Whiledeclaring opentheauto shop,
HRH, Otonye Efebo, Executive

Chairman, AA Rescue, reiterated
his confidence in the person of the
MD of HD Autos, and committed
thebusinessto Almighty God.

Also speaking, the Director of
Sales, Carloha Nigeria, Mr. Joseph
Omokhapue, said Carloha Nigeria

is well positioned to satisfy
discerning vehicle patrons in
Nigeria.

With a commitment to excellence,
customer satisfaction, and
innovation, Carloha Nigeria has
earned a reputation for being a
trusted partner in the automotive
market.

The showroom boasts awide range
of options, including Sedans,
Luxury SUVs, Crossovers, and
more, catering to various
preferencesand lifestyles.
Partnering with HD Motors brings
together the expertise and
reputation of two industry players.
HD Motors is renowned for its
commitment to providing top-
notch vehicles that embody style,
performance, and cutting-edge
technology. This collaboration
aims to offer customers an
extensive range of high-quality
vehicles from renowned brands,
ensuring a seamless buying

Autos, Opens New Vehicle Shop In Lekki, Lagos

=

experience with exceptiona after-
salesservice.

"We are thrilled to unveil our new
vehicle shop in Lekki and
announce our partnership with HD
Motors," said Mr. Mathew Enuoma
Aje, the Marketing Manager of
Carloha Nigeria. "With this
expansion, we am to bring
convenience and excellence closer
to our customers in Lekki and
surrounding areas. Our
collaboration with HD Motors
further strengthens our
commitment to delivering
exceptional vehicles and services
that exceed customer
expectations."”

The shop will aso offer attractive
financing options, making it easier
for customerstodrivehomeintheir
preferredvehicles.

Carloha Nigeria invites everyone
to visit their new vehicle shop at
Lekki and experience the
excitement.

The event was witnessed by
dignitariesincluding the Managing
Director of Carloha, Mr. Shola
Adigun. For more information
about Carloha Nigeriaand the new
vehicle shop at Lekki, please visit
www.carlohanigeria.com.
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NADDC, Lanre Shittu Motors Train Youth In EKkiti

he first set of auto

technicians have benefitted

from the newly equipped
National Automotive Design and
Development Council (NADDC)
Automotive Training Centre in
Ekiti State after afive-day training
inthefacility.
Speaking at the opening ceremony
of the collaborative training
between NADDC and Lanre Shittu
Motors for youth in Ekiti State, the
Director General, NADDC, ably
represented by the Director,
Industrial Infrastructure

Department of the Council, Dr. Nua |

Omisanya, explained that the
Council conceived the
establishment of Automotive
Training Centres (ATCs) acrossthe
SiX geo-political zones in order to
ensure skill development and
international best practices in the
automotive sector of the country,
adding that the training is aso
aimed at redefining the nation's

auto industry, job provision and
improvement in skill among
technicians which would in turn
ensure prompt and efficient repairs
and maintenance of vehicles while
ensuring the safety of the
mechanics, vehicles and
environment.

He urged the auto technicians to
make adequate use of the

opportunity provided by the state-
of-the art equipment installed by
the Original Equipment
Manufacturer (OEM) and acquire
modern technical skills in the
automotivesector.

"Over 30,000 youth have so far
been trained in these programmes
which are usually conducted
periodically, therefore today marks
another milestone in
the Nigerian
automotive industry,
because this
| specialised training is
aimed at skills
upgrade and capacity
building for the
selected auto
technicians/youth in
Ekiti State to enable
them cope with the
task of repairs and
maintenance in the
ever- dynamic
automotive industry",
hesaid.

Jet Motors Introduces New Nigerian Produced EVs, Partners NADDC

T Motors, a progressive

ndigenous Nigerian company,

as produced another EV
vehicleinthecountry.
The company has over the years
been in the business of producing
and providing affordable and eco-
friendly transportation options for
Africans.
The company produces a range of
electric vehiclesfor both passenger
and utility applications.
The Chief Operating Officer, Mr.
Oluwemimo Joseph Osanipin,
while presenting the Nigerian made
14 seater E-Buses at the NADDC
headquarters in Abuja on Monday
10th July 2023, expressed his
satisfaction over the full support
from the Council asalong standing
committed partner, adding that the

approval of the JET Motors EVs
and charging infrastructure by the
Council has opened a new chapter
of possibilitiesfor thecompany.

He further added that, "Beyond
embracing the current realities of
the removal of fuel subsidy by the
current administration, e-mobility
appears to be the future, being an
innovation that is positively
disrupting the traditional mode of
powering mobility.

Having test-run one of the e
vehicles and observing the
functionality of the technology, the
Director-General, NADDC, Jelani
Aliyu, while receiving the EVSs,
noted that e-mobility is an
unparalleled transportation
solutionfor Nigeriaand Africa.

He emphasised the Council's
commitment to giving its full
support for the mass production of
Electric VehiclesinNigeria.

The DG reiterated that the NADDC
will continue to support Jet Motors
Company and relevant
stakeholders with applicable fiscal
and non fiscal incentives so as to
continueto successfully build more
of these E-Vehicles, positioning
Nigeria on a platform to fully
capitalize on the opportunities of
the African Continental Free Trade
Area(AfCFTA).

He aso informed the gathering that
the motivation is to make life easy
for Nigerians in a cost-effective
manner - to ease the challenges
occasioned by high cost of Prime
Motor Spirit (PMS)/Diesdl.
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Goodyear Lubricants To Launch In Nigeria
By Alonsa Electric Group Distributor
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SPECIAL INTERVIEW

At the recently held West Africa
Auto Show (WAAS) in Lagos,
|gnatius Ushie and Goodness
Sunday interviewed Mr. Sunil
Khanchandani, the Managing
Director of Alonsa Electric Gulf
fzco, the company charged with
the responsibility to position and
devel op the Goodyear |ubricant in
the West African market

Tell us about the background
and history of Goodyear
Lubricantasabrand.

Goodyear Lubricant is a product
by the Goodyear Tire Company in
USA. It is alicensed product of
Goodyear. We are licensing for
them to develop the product in
Nigeria. We belong to Alonsa
Electric Group, Dubai. Oneof our
key responsibilities is to develop
the West African market. We have
been the licensee and the
developer for the Goodyear Tire
Company lubricant range which
comprises of Engine oil, Marine
oil, Construction oil, Industrial
lubricants, and greases.

We have now achieved since
2020, export to over 20 countries
and we hopethat our participation
in the Lagos West Africa
Automotive show (Expo fair)
after the Covid, and the travel
challenges that has been between
the international business

department, we hope that the
exhibition is a good market start
for introducing the lubricants
range under the Goodyear Brand
for the Nigerian market, weseea
way, a very solid opportunity at
thesametimeagood challengeto
introduce to the Nigerian
consumers high quality, high
performance engine oil backed
by Goodyear's 125 innovation
durability, reliability, innovation
and all of our management it has
achievedintheTirebusiness.

So we want to bring in those
values of the Goodyear
management into the Goodyear
lubricant extension in
promoting, developing and
appointing distributors to
understand the value chain
system and giveaproduct of high
performances, quality product to
theNigerian consumers market.

What motivated Goodyear

Lubricant to enter the Nigerian
market?

| think the market size. Nigeriais
one of the biggest African
economies in terms of
consumption, intermsof fuel and
petroleum and crude oil, crude
businesses and even gas
business. The people are
enterprising. It has a young
population, a growing
population.

The zeal of the Nigeria
consumers is getting really
organized and its going towards
other sectors in consuming
luxury products which are not
therein older timesof theNigeria
market. And | think Goodyear
brings this innovation to the
lubricants product line and
hopefully we are quite positive
that we connect with the right
distributors.

Would you share with us your
strategies of getting to the
Nigeriamarket?

We do have interna strategies
which are of course confidential.
However, on the basison how we
would penetrate the market, we
see agood gap and abig gap in
the fully synthetic segment
which is not powered by
generally the other playersin the
engine oil business, so we do
hope that we enter the redly
synthetic business of engine for
the automotive sector as well as
for the industries within Nigeria
to give a very consistent virgin
blended engineail.

So what differentiate Goodyear
Lubricant from other brandsin
Nigeria? In terms of quality,
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technology, and customer
service?

The most important thing is the
brand name and the heritage of
the brand name. The biggest
differentiation isthe 125 years of
brand management. The history
was not just built in one day
because the culture which
Goodyear by itself stands out in
terms of the globa brand name
and local brand name. Intermsof
the product, we do not
manufacture in any non
compliant plant, so majority of
our products are coming from
plants out of America, out of
Spain in Europe, out of
Malaysia, out of Dubai. And
these plants are managed by

global high scale, high
credibility petroleum
companies, | cannot name the
company.

Let's talk about WAAS. How
wasyour experience?

| would like to share my
experience not only about
WAAS because it is exhibition
we are attending, but also
Nigeria. First, | would liketo say
that Nigeria is a welcoming
country. We had avery goodtime
entering the airport, even
explaining that we are here for
the exhibition. Secondly, about
the WAAS. | think we did not
expect a heavy portfolio.
However, it has been good to

meet a lot of good Nigerian
companies, who are looking
aggressive, who are looking for
ideas, who are looking for new
opportunities and we hope that
the contribution we have made
here, we would take this
discussion on the prospect
forward.

About Alonsa Electric Gulf
FZCO

Alonsa Electric Gulf FZCO,
based in Jebel Ali Free Zone
Dubai, UAE, established since
2005, ispart of Al TaraGroup in
United Arab Emirates. It is a
leading marketing & distribution
company with presence in
multiple countries in the region.
Its trade sectors range in Home
Appliances| FMCG |Logistics &
Automotive Ancillaries
industries. The Group has
transformed itself into one of the
leading corporate entities in the
Gulf regionwithinal generation
gpan of time. Its strength liesin
the dedicated personnel that
service customers, providing
financial stability, product
inventory and prompt delivery.

About The Goodyear Tyre &
Rubber Company

Goodyear is one of the world's
largest tire companies. It
employs approximately 62,000
people and manufactures its
products in 46 facilities in 21
countries around the world. Its
two Innovation Centers in
Akron, Ohio and Colmar-Berg,
Luxembourg strive to develop
state-of-the-art products and
services that set the technology
and performance standard for the
industry.
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Sanwo-Olu Commend CFAQO As Company Marks 120 Years In Nigeria
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esenting the First Lady of Nigeria, Senator Remi
Tinubu; Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu of Lagos State presenting Post HumoursAward to representatives of L ate Chief OkoyaThomas-
Hon. Jumoke Okoya Thomas; Mr Deji Okoya-Thomas; his wife, Chichi and others during the CFAO Nigeria 120th year anniversary
celebrationin Lagoson Thursday, June 15, 2023

s CFAO marks its successful

120 years of business

existence in Nigeria this year,
the Country Delegate, Mr. Regis
Tromeur, has stated that CFAO will
continue to support local sustainable
initiativesand promote opportunitiesin
educationandtraining.
He made this remarks on Thursday,
June 15, 2023, in Lagos at a dinner
event to mark the company'smilestone,
which was graced by many dignitaries
in the public and private sectors of the
economy, among whom were the
representative of the First Lady of
Nigeria, Senator Oluremi Tinubu; the
Governor of Lagos state, Mr. Babajide
Sanwo-Olu; Chairman & CEO, CFAO
Group, Mr. Richard Bielle; Chairman
of CFAO Nigeria, Mr. Gbenga
Oyebode, representative of the
Japanese Ambassador to Nigeria,
among others.
According to Mr. Regis Tromeur, “ This
informed the theme of this milestone
celebrationwhichis-* Celebrating our
legacy, embracing our future.”
The Country Delegate who doubles as
the Managing Director, Assene-
Laborex Nigeria Limited, a subsidiary
of CFAO Nigeria, added that “ All of us
at CFAO Nigeria are marking a
milestone of the existence of our

company this year with a bountiful
sense of history, tradition, and insight.
Our company is 120 years old and we
would like to celebrate it in line with
the importance of our age,
achievements, and experience.”

Also speaking, Mr. Richard Bielle,
who made a CFAO Corporate Socia
Responsibility cheque presentation of
N5m to the Medica Director of
Massey Children Hospital, Dr.
Abimbola Mabogunje, stated that
CFAO isthe market leader inAfricain
automotivedistribution.

Governor of Lagos state, Mr Babajide
Sanwo-Olu, who commended the
historical feats of CFAO in Nigeria,
made a CFAQO's posthumous award
presentation to its former Chairman,
Chief Molade Okoya-Thomas, adding
that “being in existence for more than
120 years is no mean feat. CFAO isa
shining examplefor other businessesto
follow”.

The Managing Director of CFAO
Mobility Nigeria, Mr. Patrice Porte,
stated that “Celebrating our 120"
anniversary is very important for our
shareholders, our staff, our partners
and our customers. This demonstrate
the solidity of the group and its ability
to overcomebusinessheadwinds.”

In their presentations, the Deputy

Managing Director of CFAO Motors
and the Head of Marketing and
Communications, CFAO Mobility, Mr.
Kunle Jaiyesimi and MsFunmi Abiola,
explained that CFAQO, which focuses
on heath and education in its CSR
campaigns, has granted over 800
secondary school scholarships to
students since the early 60s. “We
started the tertiary education
scholarship scheme about 12 years
ago, and we have made well over 100
presentations’, the DM D added.

The Dinner event was also used to
unveil a Specia Anniversary book
entitled 'Celebrating our Legacy,
Embracing our Future, in which the
historical antecedence of the company
wasreviewed.

CFAO is a prominent player in the
mobility sector in Nigeria with
products like Toyota, Mitsubishi,
Suzuki, JCB, Mitsubishi Fuso, Howo,
King Long, and services like Loxea
and Auto Fast etc in its portfolio. The
company also maintains a presence in
the heathcare sector with Assene-
Laborex, agent of leading
Pharmaceutical Companies like
Novartis, GSK, Sanofi, AstraZeneca,
Boeringer-Ingelheim, Servier, Jansen
Cillag, Innotech' and EuraCare.
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DHL Express CEO Expresses Confidence In Nigeria Market

hief Executive Officer, DHL

Express, Sub-Saharan

Africa, Hennie Heymans
has expressed confidence in the
Nigerian market describing it as
unique.
Speaking during a Meet and Greet
with selected journalists at the DHL
Express Lekki Facility, in Lagos
State, recently, Heymans said that
Sub-Saharan Africa, especially
Nigeria was a critical part of the
DHL Express network, not just in
Africabutalsoglobaly.

NIPOST, NIS Collaborate For Seamless

he Nigerian Postal Service has

revealed plans to collaborate

with the Nigeria Immigration
Service to improve the turnaround
timefor passport collection.
The Postmaster General/Chief
Executive Officer, NIPOST, Sunday
Adepoju, stated this at the Service
Command Headquarters, Sauka,
Abuja, when he led NIPOST
management on aworking visit to the
Acting Comptroller General, NIS,
CarolineWura-OlaAdepoju.
According to the Postmaster General,
the collaboration became necessary
due to the development of an
integrated service delivery model by
NIPOST.
“This service incorporates various
government services and information
which would be providedto citizensin
a one-stop shop environment using
several channels to meet different

“From a regiona office point of
view, Nigeria is an important
market for us and we will continue
toinvestinthismarket”, hesaid.
DHL Express, Heymans reveaed
further, has invested heavily in the
facilities such as the acquisition of
two model boats for navigation,
promising that the company will
continuewith theinvestment.

He noted, however, the company's
focusright now wasto grow SMEs,
adding, “Weseegrowthinthe SME
market here and we believe it's our

needs of the citizens at selected post
officelocationsnationwide.

“With this proposal, NIS will leverage
NIPOST infrastructure for the
collection of passports and adopting
the postal network as an e-fulfillment
centre for enhancing the digital
economy,” heexplained.

Adepoju added that the roles and
responsibilities of the development are
for a sustainable and integrated
framework for the process of e
passport, provision of courier services,
and addressverificationvalidation.
This, he said, would harmonise the
various e-government initiativesin the
agency aswell as consolidate NIPOST
effortsto reaffirm productivity synergy
withNIS.

In her remarks, the acting CG NIS
lauded NIPOST for developing a
standardised digital postcode system,
which would aid the agency in issuing
Nigerian passports.

role and part of our purpose, to
make sure that we help and
stimulatethat growth responsibly.”
In his assessment of the SME sector
in Nigeria, Heymans said, “From a
few macro-observations, | can see
the progress in the infrastructure
which has eased trafficin acity like
Lagos. When compared to 2019,
thereisamajor improvement.”

He said further that SMESs play an
incredibly critical role in the
Nigerian economy, adding that they
make up about 48% of Nigerias
GDP.

Passports Delivery

According to her, the collaboration
would address the issues facing
Nigerians while seeking to register for
passports, reduce the waiting period
before biometric data capture, and
make passport processing seamlessand
faster, thereby assuaging the pain
Nigerians go through to obtain
Nigerian passports.

She also commended the management
of NIPOST for the development of an
address verification system, a
breakthrough for identity management
that, according to her, is a major
initiative for forensic crime
management.

She added, “The service will continue
to explore ways and cultivate strategic
partnerships to help her fulfil her
mandateto Nigerians.”

The Postmaster General and the acting
CG agreed to develop aframework for
theworking relationshipin duecourse.
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NSIB Act 2022: Bureau Holds Consultative Meeting With Stakeholders

By Ignatius Ushie

s a result of
the recent
enactment of

the Nigerian Safety
Investigation Bureau
(NSIB) Act 2022
which necessitated
the inclusion of new
amendments to its
Regulations, the
Bureau met with
stakeholders in a |
Consultative meeting
recently.

According to the
Director Genera of
the Bureau, Engr
Akin Olateru, the
purpose of the
meeting is to enable stakeholders
make contributions to the
amendments which are meant to,
amongst others, ensure that the
Bureau's Regulations are consistent

with the
Standards and
Recommended
Practices
(SARPs) set forth
inlICAOAnNex 13.
The amendments,
he further
reiterated, are
| meant to put the
Bureau in tune
withtheevolution

| changes within
| the industry
globally.

- Expected to
attend the
meeting are
members of the Airline Operators of
Nigeria (AON), al holders of valid
Air Operators Certificate (AOC),
security agencies and all those

involved in Air Safety and Security
issues.
Themeetingwhichisbilled to hold at
the conference room of the Director-
General, Nigerian Civil Aviation
Authority (NCAA) in Abuja, will
also hold simultaneously on Zoom
for those unable to be physically
present. Details of the online
participation have been conveyed in
their invitation|etters.

In arelated development, the Bureau
has also stepped up preparation for
the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) Safety and
Security Audit of Nigeria scheduled
for August.

Director-General of the Bureau, Engr
Akin Olateru said although NSIB has
aways been on top of its duties,
preparations arein top gear to ensure
that the country comestop againinall
aspects, especialy as it concerns
NSIB.

Air Peace To Reward Sports Heroes With Free Tickets

hairman of Air Peace

Airlines, Dr.Allen Onyema,

revealed that members of
the Montreal Olympics team and
the 1980 Green Eagleswould get 12
return tickets each every year to
travel within the country for their
lifetime. They are also entitled to
oneinternational returnticket every
year to fly to any country on the
airline's coverage for the rest of
their lives.
Onyema said the gesture is part of
activities to recognise and thank
them for their services to Nigeria.
According to him, the teams will
also be given financial rewards that
would be announced on a day set
aside to celebrate the heroes with
theunveiling of theWall of Fameon
July 28, 2023.
Onyema said: “The athletes to be
honoured are Nigerians who made
the country proud in the past. These

are athletes who sacrificed an
opportunity to be great in Canada
and heeded Nigeriascall to boycott
the Olympics on the eve of the
Games. The same country that
ordered them to give up their
ambitions has not honoured these
athletes.

“We are also honouring those that
won the African Cup of Nationsin
1980 because that feat united the

country in a way that had never
happened before. The Wall of Fame
has been built at the NIIA with the
heroes nameswritteningold.
“Those members of the teams, now
late, would get post-humous
rewards, while their families will
get some financial rewards, which
modalities would be sorted out
beforetheevent.”
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FAAN Commissions Facilities in Warri Airport

he Managing
Director/Chief
Executive, Federa

Airports Authority of
Nigeria(FAAN), Mr Kabir
Yusuf Mohammed, IAP,
joined by Mrs Faithful A.
Hope-lvbaze, General
Manager, Protocol &
Passages, Mr Ndanusa Z.
Suraj, Chief Security
Officer and Mr Ezekiel
Balye, Persona Assistant
to Managing Director paid
a one day working visit to
the Osubi Airport, Warri,
DeltaState.

The Managing
Director/Chief Executive =
was received by the |
Management Team of the
Airport led by the Airport
Manager, Mr Winston
Egwuatu. During the visit,
the Airport Manager took
the Managing Director
round the Airport facility to
CcOmMmission some projects namely,
Brand new Carousel (Conveyor
Belt), 2 Newly constructed Security
gate houses, 250KVA solar
powered inverter, acar wash among

others.

The Managing Director and his
entourage later paid acourtesy visit
to the paramount rulers of the Okpe
Kingdom, HRM. Mgj. Gen. Felix
Muja Kperuo (rtd), the Orodje of
Okpe Kingdom and HRM.Dr.

Emmanuel Ekemejewa Sideso Abel
1, the Ovie of Uvwie Kingdom to
thank themfor their fatherly support
and prayers given to the airport
management as the airport hosts
communities on Wednesday July
11,2023inWarri, DeltaState.

NCAA Suspends Max Air 737 Aircraft

he Nigeria Civil Aviation

Authority (NCAA) has

through a letter
NCAA/DG/AIR/11/16/363,
suspended Parts A3 and D43 with
regards to the operation of Max
Air's Boeing 737 aircraft type with
immediate effect.
Parts A3 deals with the airline's
Aircraft Authorization and D43
deals with Aircraft Listing of the
Operations Specifications issued to
MaxAirLtd.

Theletter titled Suspension of parts
A3 and D43 of the Operations
Specifications Issued to Max Air
with Immediate effect issued July
12, 2023 signed by Director,
Operations Training & Licensing,
Captain Ibrahim Bello Dambazau
for: Director General of Civil
Aviationread:

“The Nigerian Civil Aviation
Authority (NCAA) hereby
suspends Parts A3 (Aircraft
Authorization) and D43 (Aircraft

Listing) of the Operations
Specifications issued to Max Air
Ltd. with regards to the operations
of the Boeing B737 aircraft typein
your fleet.
“Withtheabovesuspension, you are
to immediately suspend the
operations of al Boeing B737
aircraftinyour fleet.”

The NCAA, according to the letter
of suspension, has congtituted a
team of inspectors to conduct an
auditof MaxAir.
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Truckers Exonerate Lagos APC Chairman In Letter To National Chairman

ruckers in Lagos under the

auspices of the National

Association Maritime
Transport Operators (NAMTOP)
have written to the national
secretariat of the ruling All
Progressives Congress (APC) to
clarify insinuations that the state
chairman of theparty ismeddlingin
theaffairsof road haulage operators
inLagos State.
In a letter signed by NAMTOP's
Secretary, Mr Bala Muhammed
Sanni, and addressed to APC's
national chairman, Senator
Abdullahi Adamu, the group
affirmed that there was no
interference by theleadership of the
party in Lagos in the process that
led to the emergence of the current
leadershipof NAMTOP.
NAMTOP alleged that the
interference is an attempt by
someone aready driven by pride,

arrogance, lacking understanding of
democratic tenets, knowledge of
fundamental rights of choice and
attempting to insult the sensibility
of themajority.

Explaining how NAMTOP
emerged, theletter stated that it was
birthed after a series of complaints
by truckersontheactivitiesof street
urchins (popularly called Area

There Should Be Transparency In
Auctioning Overtime Cargo-CNRFF

reight Forwarders under the

aegis of Concerned Nigeria

Registered Freight
Forwarders-CNRFF havecalled for
fairness and transparency in the
planned auctioning of overtime
cargoesby the Federal Government.
CNRFF at a recent meeting in
Apapa, Lagos, said it wasconcerned
about the level of underhandedness
and foul play that characterized
auctioning of overtime cargoes in
time past, describing it as shambolic
and lacking every modicum of
transparency.
Meanwhile, the group caled on
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu,
GCFR, to stop public auctioning
and sharing of overtime cargoes to
families, friends and proxies by
officials of government agencies
assigned to carry out the auction

sales.

Dr. Chudi Basil Nwolisa, President
of Association of Nigeria Customs
BrokerssANCB, said, “we must
understand that overtime cargoes
are generally generated by failed
and unregulated business
environmentsin Nigeriawherevery
outdated, obsolete and repugnant
system of doing business is the
order of theday.

“The Importers of these goods are
just victims of a collapsed and
tedious system carefully put in
place by Customs, Shipping
Companies, Terminal Operators
and other government agencies to
fleeceNigerianswhichresultstothe
long period of clearing goodsin our
ports ostensibly to collect rent and
demurrage.”

Boys) and the high-handedness of
the state traffic agencies, which is
taking a serious toll on trucking
businessinthestate.

The letter was copied to the
Presidency, the Governor of Lagos
State, Nigerian Ports Authority,
Nigerian Shippers Council, the
Lagos State Police Command, the
Lagos State Ministry of
Transportation and the Directorate
of State Services(DSS)

The truckers body disclosed that
the Lagos State Government, the
State Chairman of APC and the
Deputy Governor, all advised that
truckers should come under one
unified body in order to enable the
state government to collaborate
withthetruckersso asto addressthe
challengesin road haulage business
inthestate.

The NAMTORP letter explained to
the APC chairman that, rather than
accusethe APC leadershipin Lagos
state of meddlesomeness, it wasthe
majority of trucking
unions/associations and their elders
that agreed and came up with the
National Association Maritime
Transport Operators (NAMTOP) as
a unified body of Maritime
Transporters for the
implementation of the Ease of
Doing Transportation Business
policy inLagos State.
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"75% of W/African Vehicles Are In Nigeria’

igeria controls 75 per
cent of 15 million
vehicles in West African

countries, aformer director at the
National Automotive Design and
Development Council
(NADDC), Mr Lugman
Mamudu, hassaid.

He stated this on Tuesday at an
auto show conferenceinLagos.
He said Nigeria remained the
biggest automobile market in the
region, accounting for
11,869,800 of the 15 million
vehiclesinWest Africa.

Mamudu spoke at the opening
ceremony of the 3rd edition of the
West Africa Automotive Show
(WAAS) held at the Landmark
Event Centte, Victoria Island,
Lagos.

He said, “The population of
ECOWAS 15 member countries is
about 414 million people and
Nigeria account for 50% of this or
200 million people.

“Again, the total number of
registered vehiclesin West Africais
15,507,000 and Nigeria accounts
for 11,869,800 or 75%. This is
indicative of the market size for
automotive products supply
especially for repairs/replacement.”
Mamudu is the chairman of the

WAAS 2023 Conference with the

theme 'Transition to sustainable
quality automotive parts supply in
WestAfrica.

According to him, the choice of
Nigeria for the WAAS is justified,
noting, “Nigeriaisin its ninth year
of a10-year automotive programme
with an established structure. The
National Automotive Industry
Develooment Plan (NAIDP) is
currently under review for another
term. So the choice of Nigeria for
theeventisgiven.

“The choice of Nigeria for this
exhibition and conference in the

region istherefore strategic. B to B
Events Limited (organiser of
WAAYS) has assured me that the
event will be sustained into the
futureannually.”

“This conference could not
therefore have come at abetter time
especially as we welcome a new
government. The outcome of the
conference will proveinvaluablein
its automotive policy positioning,”
hesaid.

He also spoke on the enormous
investments by industry
stakeholders in the local auto
industry.

He said, “I wish to recognise the
extensive investment by Nigerian
entrepreneurs in the industry as
well as the investment pipeline
already established in Nigeria by
many OEMs.

“1 urgethem to increase and sustain
the flow of technical and capital
resources. Help is on the way. The
new NAIDP hasjust been approved
by FEC (Federal Executive Council
the highest government decision
making body inNigeria)”

He also commended the effort of
Africa Association of Automotive
Manufacturers (AAAM) in making
Nigeriaan automotive hub.

Customs Seize Over 100 Exotic Vehicles

he Nigeria Customs Service,

has said it has seized over

100 exotic vehicles,
including various models of Sports
Utility Vehicles, adding that 38 of
them had been forfeited to the
Federal Government.
It also called on stakeholders to
synergise with officers and men of
the Nigeria Customs Service to
effectively suppress the menace of
smuggling vehiclesinto Nigeria.\

Coordinator, Rapid Response
Squad Headquarters, Deputy
Comptroller Jack Okpabi,
disclosed thisin a statement issued
in Abuja while providing updates
on his team's quarterly
achievements.

According to him, the smuggled
vehicles that were intercepted, he
said the recent operation by the
NCS, which led to the interception
of over 100 Toyota Hilux, Toyota

Landcruiser and other models of
exotic vehicles, had saved the
country from losing huge revenue
that would have gone down the
drain.

Okpabi was quoted as saying, “You
can see that we have over 100
vehicles and 38 have been forfeited
to the Federad Government. The
operation will lead to the recovery
of over N400m from demand
notices.”
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NIMASA, US Review Implementation Of Ships and Ports Security Code In Nigeria

he United States Coast Guard

says it is committed to

Nigeria's quest to
implementing the International
Ships and Ports Security (ISPS)
Facility Codein linewith acceptable
global best practice.
Lt. Cdr. Jonna L. Clouse who is
leading a team from the US Coast
Guard in Nigeria for peer review,
disclosed this while on a working
visit to the headquarters of the
Nigerian Maritime Administration
and Safety Agency (NIMASA). She
noted that engaging NIMASA on a
constant basis is to ensure more
Ports and Jetties in the country
implement ISPS Code, thus
enhancing safety of the entire
Nigerian maritime domain.

“Wearein Nigeriato assessthelevel
of compliance with the International
Ships and Ports Security (ISPS)
Facility Code. Our desire is to
enhance cooperation between the
Nigerian maritime sector and the
United States Coast Guard. We will
also offer our expertiseto NIMASA
in closing identified gaps. We hope
towork with NIMASA and reduceor
end the Conditions of Entry regime
for Vessels from Nigeria to the
United States’, shesaid.

Lt. Cdr. Clouse further commended
the NIMASA management for
efforts made in cooperating with the
USCG

The Director General of NIMASA,
Dr. Bashir Jamoh, OFR, noted that
due to the dynamism of maritime
threats and patterns, NIMASA has
been fortunate to have peer review
partners that create avenues for
developing capacities needed for
effectivel SPS Codeimplementation
While elucidating steps taken by
NIMASA to ensure ISPS
Compliance in over 90% of Ports
and Jettiesin the country, Dr. Jamoh
highlighted the need for the United
States to review the Conditions of

-

Director General, Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), Dr.
Bashir Jamoh, OFR flanked by the leader of the delegation from the United States Coast
Guard Lt. Cdr. Jonna L. Clouse (left) and Cdr. James Cepa during a visit to the
headquartersof NIMASA by theteam from USCG and assessment of some Portsfacilities
inNigeria

Entry regime for vessels calling at
somePortsintheUnited States.

He said “It is worthy of note that
despite effortstaken by NIMASA in
improving Port Security and 1SPS
Codeimplementationin Nigeria, the
issue of Condition of Entry (COE)
still hovers over vessels from
Nigeriacalling at Portsinthe United
States. For vessels leaving Nigeria
to undergo stringent port controls
before being granted access to US
ports, it has adverse effect on the
aggregate shipping economies of
Nigeria. The delays lead to
additional costs that strain an
already present high freight cost
withinthe Gulf of Guinea.
“Thisisadversly affecting Shipping
inNigeria

We have reviewed this decision
taken by the USCG and proposed an

action plan to enable the US
Coastguard physically determinethe
compliance levels of these facilities
intheConditionof Entry list.

“We at NIMASA are caling on the
US Coast Guard to facilitate the
removal of Nigeria from the
Conditionof Entry list.”

Dr. Jamoh also declared the
readiness of NIMASA to cooperate
with the US Coast Guard team to
close al identified gaps before the
full AuditinAugust.

In 2013, NIMASA was appointed as
the Designated Authority for the
administration of the ISPS Code in
Nigeria. The visit of the USCG is
part of the assessment processes in
monitoring compliance level, while
enhancing cooperation and Peer
Review exercise.
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Elektron Energy's Power Plant to Drive Economic Growth

Iektron Energy Development

Strategms Limited (Elektron

Energy), an energy
infrastructure company that acquires,
develops and owns energy
infrastructure projectsin West Africa,
is partnering with Eko Electricity
Distribution Pic (EKEDP), on a 30-
megawatts (MW) embedded natural
gasfired power plant project in
Lagos, Nigeriaworth $50 million.
The embedded Independent Power
Plant (IPP) will supply
uninterruptible electricity through
dedicated 33kV and 11kV
distribution networks exclusively to
identified customers within the

ELEKTR

Victoria Island franchise area of
Lagos state and it is regarded as the
first of its kind because a natural gas
IPP will be directly embedded into
Disco's distribution network for
supply to identified end-user
customers.

Furthermore, this project would
uniquely addresstwo critical areas of
focus in the Energy Sector: first,
natural gas utilization and second,
dedicated power generation. The
project has the potentia to eradicate
up to 1000 diesel generators within
its coverage area, drastically
reducing emissions and promoting a
greener environment.

The CEO of Elektron Energy, Mr
TolaTalabi, in his speech during the
groundbreaking ceremony
acknowledged the presence of
notable dignitaries such as Tariye
Gbadegesin, the Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer of ARM-
Harith Infrastructure Investment
Limited, the co-equity sponsors of
the embedded IPP; the Board and
Management of Elektron Energy
including the Chief Operating Officer
(COO0), Mr Jide Onakoya; the Board
and Management of Eko Disco; the
Debt Providers: FBN Quest, Bank of
Industry (BOI), Infra Credit; and the
technical partners, Wartsila.

Auto-gas To Boost Nigeria's Economy By N1 Trillion Yearly-NLPGA Says

heNigeriaLiquefied Petroleum

Gas Association (NLPGA), an

umbrella body of members
involved in the LPG value chain, has
said Nigeriais expected to generate at
least N1 trillion yearly from the
adoption of autogasconversion.
Speaking at a press conference in
Lagos recently, the Second Vice
President of NLPGA, Ladi Falola, said
the unification of the Naira with the
new Federal government's foreign
exchange policy will in the long run
help the gas industry with increased
foreign direct investments from
investorsthat arewilling to explorethe
opportunitiesavailableinthesector
The move, Falola said, would also
providethe confidence of being ableto
repatriate their efforts.
Falola called on the federal
government to come up with some
incentives to drive the autogas
conversion initiative as a matter of

policy.

Falola said the initiative would serve
the dual purpose of helping to cushion
the impact of high energy cost
exacerbated by the petrol subsidy
remova and a boost to the country's
current push to transition for cleaner
and more sustai nableenergy sources.
“If the government targets one million
petrol vehicles, two million tricycles,
five million petrol generators and all
lories, incentives will range from
N200,000, N100,000, N50,000 and a
duty levy and Value-Added Tax (VAT)
waiver for 36 months window for vans
andlorriesrespectively.

“Then interested investors will now
look for the differentials to cover the
typical conversion cost which ranges
from N300,000 to N400,000 for Petrol
Vehicles, N100,000 to N200,000;
N90,000 for petrol generatorsand N18
million (this is the cost differentials
between agasenginetruck and adiesel

enginetruck).”

They harped that for petrol vehicles,
CNG, LNG, propane autogas LPG are
advised while Butane and domestic
L PG are suitable but may only be used
under specific authorization by the
vehicle's Original equipment
manufacturers (OEM) which is not
recommended, the four-stroke engine
tricyclescan accommodate CNG, LNG,
propane, autogas LPG and butane
while domestic LPG (cooking gas) is
not ideal, while they emphasised that
the four-stroke engine petrol
generators must not use CNG, LNG
and domestic LPG but can
accommodate propane, autogas LPG
and butane, noted that CNG and LNG
arerecommendedfor Vansandlorries.

President, NLPGA, Feix Ekundayo
said the public needsto further explore
the usage of liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) other than cooking due to the
rising cost of fossil fuels.
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Destroying Vessel With 800,000 Barrels Stolen Crude
Unacceptable Environmental Pollution - HOMEF

he Heath of Motherland

Foundation, HOMEF, has

condemned the recent
destruction of a vessel loaded with
800,000 barrels of stolen crude oil
by a Nigerian military helicopter
after the vessel was seized and the
crew detained, describing the act as
“unacceptable environmental
pollution.”
HOMEF Executive Director,
Ninmong Bassey while reacting to
the manner thevessel wasburntina
statement by HOMEF Media and
Communication Lead, Kome
Odhomor, regretted that while the
Niger Deltaburns on account of gas
flaring, oil spills and other forms of
pollution, the burning of seized oil
vessel isaddinginsulttoinjury.
Bassey, who noted that the incident
also confirmed the fact that Nigeria
does not know the amount of crude

oil that leaves the shores of the
country on adaily basis, flayed the
disregard for the environment and
human lives considering the
manner the vessel was destroyed
with no attempt to comply with
international best practice.

He said: “One drop of crude oil
contaminates 25 litres of water.
Imagine what 800,000 barrels of

NCDMB: Local Content Participation
in Oil, Gas Industry Grow By 107%

he Nigerian Content
Development and
Monitoring Board

(NCDMB) has disclosed that local
content in the oil and gas sector
grew from 26 per cent to 54 per cent
in the last five years, representing
107%.

Speaking during the opening of the
2023 edition of theannual Nigerian
Oil And Gas (NOG) Energy Week
in Abuja, the Chief Executive of the
NCDMB, Mr Simbi Wabote, noted
that between 2017 and 2022
Nigerian companies participation
intheindustry rosefrom 26 per cent
to0 54 per cent.

Wabote stated that the organisation
has given effect to the provisions of
the law establishing it, by

launching the 10-year strategic
roadmap in 2018 to drive the
attainment of 70 per cent Nigerian
content in the Nigerian oil and gas
industry by 2027.

“In the last five years of
implementation of the strategic
roadmap, the board has more than
doubled the level of Nigerian
content in the industry by moving
the needle from 26 per cent in 2017
to 54 per cent in 2022, the
executivesecretary noted.
According to him, another key
function of the board as stated in
Section 70(d) mandatesthe board to
supervise, coordinate, administer,
and monitor the development of
Nigerian content as specified in the
ScheduletotheAct.

crude oil would do. It means
destruction of fisheries and of
livelihoods. It a'so means directly
poisoning our people. It isshocking
and unacceptable. HOMEF
believes the significance of the
bombing of the vessel is the
indication to the people that
authorities care little about their
safety and that of theenvironment.
“The drama that unfolded
regarding the seized and bombed
vessel is extremely disturbing.
Destroying a vessel loaded with
800,000 barrels of crude oil should
be taken as a new low in the
demonstration of wastefulness on
the part of those who should be
watching over the nation's
resources. The entire episode
requiresurgent investigation.

“Why would anyone blow up a
vessel and dump 800,000 barrels of
oil into the environment? If that
volume of crude is correct, this
must be one of the largest volumes
of crudeoil spilledinoneincident.
“Our security men are often seen
protecting pollution such as gas
flares and rotten pipelines and
stripping communities of their
dignity. In this incident they have
demonstrated utter disregard to our
constitutional right to a safe
environment.”
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Mota—Engll Targets 2025 for Completion of Kano-Maradi Rail

ontractors of the Kano-

Maradi railway project,

Mota-Engil Nigeria
Limited has stated the 400
kilometres railway line would be
completed by 2025.
Speaking tojournalistswhiletaking
delivery of the over $200 million
heavy duty equipment to be
deployed for the rail project, the
company's Logistics Manager, Mr.
Nuno Colaco, said construction of
the rall project has commenced
even as over 300 Nigerians have
been employed with a projection to
hit 100,000 at the peak of the

project.
He reaffirmed the company's

commitment to increased
investment in Nigeria, pointing out
that Nigeriais one of the countries
on the continent with lots of
investment potentials.

“We partnered Shorelinein 2018 to
start investing in the country. We
have been awarded the Kano-
Maradi railway project, whichisan
investment of $2 billion and 400
kilometres coming from Dutse all
the way to Maradi in Niger
Republic. We had to buy a lot of
equipment and we believe in the

state-of-the-art equipment and
brand new equipment,” hesaid.

“We have lots of projects in the
pipeline and we are very excited
about the future here in Nigeria
Shoreline has 51 per cent while we
have 49 per cent. Our core business
is in construction, but not only
rallway, but civil construction, we
build dams, roads. We arein all the
segment of construction. We have
dready started the Kano-Maradi
railway line.

According to him, the acquisition of
the equipment is a strategic
investment for the present and for
the future. He further stated that the
projectisnot only alandmark for the
development of the railway
infrastructurein Nigeriabut also for
thewholeof West Africa.

Also speaking, the Customs
Controller of Tin Can Island
Command, Mr. Adekunle Oloyede,
said there has been a decrease of
cargo throughout the ports lately
and expressed his delight at the
sheer size of the Mota-Engil import,
saying that it is evident that the
Nigerian economy is on the
rebound.

Task Force Clears Traders Off Oshodi Rail Tracks

he Lagos State Task Force

says it has matched words

with actions by clearing
traders off Oshodi rail tracks, under
Apongbon Bridge and other areas,
vowing to sustain thetempo.
A statement by Mr Gbadeyan
Abdulraheem, spokesman, Lagos
State Task Force, said Chairman of
the agency, CSPShola Jegjeloye, led
theenforcement recently.
Abdulraheem said the exercise was
to rid the state of indiscriminate
display of goods on the highways,
road sides, kerbs and railway tracks
acrossvariouspartsof thestate.

The chairman said that the trading
activities not only debase the
environment but also caused pain
and discomfort to Lagosresidents.
Jgeloye said severa notices had
been served to traders, especially
those at Oshodi rail track where the
agency carried out sensitisation and
subtle warning on May, 23, to
discouragethemfromreturning.

He added that the effortsto keep the
illegal activities off the tracks fell
ondeaf ears.

“Our warnings have been sent out to
them for as long as two years ago
but they don't listen.

“We served notices at Fagba where
some people built shanties, kiosks
from Fagba all the way to Pen
Cinema and Isokoko, thereby
shortchanging motorists and
pedestrians who should enjoy free
movement along that axis.

“It is completely unfair to al
Lagosians and we will make sure
that they are all cleared out with
immediateeffect,” hesaid.

The chairman said although both
the buyers and sellers involved in
these activities should be arrested,
he would strike a balance and avoid
doublejeopardy.
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FG Ask MOTA-ENGIL To Consider Gas For Kano-Maradi Railway
’ ('./ !

By Ignatius Ushie

he Federal Government has

requested Mota-Efgil,

Nigeria Limited, the
Contractor handling Kano-Maradi
railway project to consider
procuring Compressed National
Gas (CNG) and Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) as against
Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU)
engines for the rail line Rolling
Stock for more environmentally-
friendly operators.
In a statement made available to
Transport Day in Abuja, the
Permanent Secretary, Federal
Ministry of Transportation, Dr.
Magdalene Ajani, made this
disclosure while signing the
Agreement on behalf of the Federal
Government for Mota-Efgil,
Nigeria Limited to supply Rolling
Stocks, Operations and
Maintenance Equipment for Kano-
Maradi Standard Rail Line.
While acknowledging the fact that
it may not have beeninthe original
agreement and may attract
additional cost, she pointed out that
it was the right way to go in
checking the harmful effect of

global warming.

Responding, the Executive
Director, Mota-Engil, Pedro
Pereira, assured the Permanent
Secretary that therequest for amore
environmentally-friendly energy
source will be considered and
compliedwithaccordingly.
Earlier, the Director, Legal
Services, Federal Ministry of
Transportation, Pius Oteh, had
outlined the regulatory process
leading to the Agreement-signing
ceremony, which included the
issuance of a Certificate of 'No
Objection’ by the Bureau of Public
Procurement (BPP); theapproval of

the Federal Executive Council
(FEC) and the approval of the draft
Agreement by the Office of the
Honourable Attorney-General of
the Federation & Minister of
Justice.

According to him, the Federal
Government decided to award the
contract for the procurement of the
Rolling Stock to the company at this
time in order to ensure a seamless
transition from construction to
operational phase upon the
completion of construction of the
Kano - Maradi Rail line in a few
yearstime.

Operator Of Kaduna Dry Port Urge Govt To Complete Rail Project

he Kaduna Inland Dry Port

operator has called for the

completion and activation
of therail lineto the facility, which
has been abandoned for someyears
Now.
The Federal Government
commenced construction of rail to
facilitate cargo delivery toand from
the Kaduna Inland Dry Port in July
2019. Unfortunately, the project
was suspended in October of that
year.
The former Minister of
Transportation, Rotimi Amaechi,
had during the commissioning of
the project, said rail rehabilitation

and construction was aimed at
ensuring effective inter-modal
transport connectivity nationwide.
He said the rail connectivity to the
dry port was a new vista of
commercial opportunities opened
not only for Northern businessmen
but al so for neighbouring countries.
The Genera Manager of Kaduna
Inland Dry Port, Rotimi Raimi-
Hassan, who spoke to The
Guardian said all efforts made to
ensure the completion of the rail
lineshaveremainedfutile.

“Since 2019 the former governor of
Kaduna State flagged off the rail
movement of cargoes, which was

donein July, three months after, the
construction stopped because of the
L agos-1badan standard gauge.
“Since then we have been making
all effortsto getintouch to complete
therail. If therail isworking, it will
attract exporters and importers; it
will also reduce the cost of moving
goods from the ports to the
hinterland and enhance economic
and social development.
“You won't believe now that
moving cargo by road isnot that 100
per cent safe because of the bad
state, but if therail isworking, it can
move mass containers. That is the
problemwearefacing,” hesaid.
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Rivers Award N195b P/Harcourt Rlng Road Contract To Julius Berger

igerids leading and most

dependable engineering

construction company,
Julius Berger Nigeria Pic and the
Rivers State Government have
signed a contract for the
construction of the Port Harcourt
Ring Road inthe state.
During the contract-signing
ceremony at the Executive Council
Chambers of Government Housein
Port Harcourt, Riversstaterecently,
the State Governor, His Excellency
Sir Siminalayi Fubara was full of
commendation for the construction
company saying that the fact that
Julius Berger has its successful
professional imprint on every
landmark project in the state
gualifies the company to get the
fresh contract.
He said, “...we are happy today
because we are doing something
good. Today isaspecia day for me
and my team. We are signing this
contract because of the calibre and
experience of the construction
company involved. For Julius
Berger, the reason why we are
engaging you for this project is
because of your history of
achieving high standard landmark
infrastructures and capital projects
inRiversState.”
Governor Fubara in appreciating
Julius Berger's excellent and
shinning performance signature in
Rivers State further said, “...there
is hardly any landmark project in
this state that you have not been
involvedin, bethey flyovers, roads,
buildings medical centres and so
on. As contractors, Julius Berger
has professionally discharged its
obligations. Therefore, we know
that thisRing Road project awarded
to the company will also be
completed on schedule. With Julius
Berger, there is nothing like
abandoned project anywhere in
RiversState.”

The Governor of Rivers State, His Excellency, Sir S|m|na| ayi Fubara, GSSRS, inawarm
handshakewith the M anaging Director of JuliusBerger NigeriaPlc, Engr. Dr. LarsRichter,
at the Rivers State Executive Council Chambers after the contract-signing ceremony for
the construction of the Port Harcourt Ring Road recently

On the Government's part, the
Governor said of the N195.3billon
contract sum for the Port Harcourt
Ring Road, the Rivers State
Government will pay 77%, totaling
about N150billionto commencethe
works.

Governor Fubara aso assured the
contractors, Julius Berger that the
State Government is committed to
paying the balance once it is
certified that Julius Berger has
compl eted about 75% of thejob.
According to Gov Fubara, the
project will span six local
government areas of the state
including, Okrika, Eleme, Echie,
Ikwerre and Obia-Akpor even ashe
advised the people of the project
area to responsibly cooperate with
the contractors to accomplish the
project asscheduled.

The Governor said “This project
will runfor 36 months so that before
the twilight of the current
administration we will complete
and commissionit.”

On his part, the Managing Director
of Julius Berger Nigeria Pic, Engr.
Dr. Lars Richter, told the

government and people of Rivers
State that though the company had
been challenged several times with
the construction of important
infrastructural projects in Rivers
State, it has never failed any of such
engineering construction
challenges, as every such contract
awarded to the company had been
delivered successfully and always
before scheduled delivery date.

Dr Richter described the company's
success story in Rivers State as a
product of Julius Berger's
commitment to the strong
partnership between the company
and the Rivers State Government,
saying that the Port Harcourt Ring
Road project consists of 45km long
dualised road, 6nos flyover bridges
and ond onecreek bridge.

Dr Richter, on behalf of the Board
of Directors and Management of
Julius Berger Nigeria Plc, thanked
the Governor for the State
Government's continuing trust in
the company, and for giving the
company the opportunity to deliver
the biggest project with the Rivers
State Government, to date.
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NITT Calls For Private Sector Investment In AutoGas

he Director General of the

National Institute of Transport

Technology (NITT), Dr.
Bayero Salih Farah, has caled on
private sector players to take
advantage of the Federal government's
Public Private Participation (PPP) to
invest in the development of autogas,
as it is bound to be very viable
following the removal of subsidy on
petrol recently.
He made this call recently at the One-
Day Stakeholders engagement forum
on 'Autogas as aternative fuel for
transportation in Nigeria held in
Abuja, recently.
According to the DG the forum is
"suitably conceived for stakeholdersto
discussthe manpower and facility gaps
for the development of Auto-gas
industry inNigeria
"The Forum is necessitated by the
current transportation fuel crisis that
resulted from the remova of fuel
subsidy and the intention of the
Institute to explore alternative energy
sourcesfor thetransportation sector.
"With Nigeria's natural gas reserve at
206.53 trillion cubic feet, the country
needs the technical skills and facilities
toexploitthisGod given alternativefor
a more sustainable transportation
sector.
"However, the availability of such
technical skills and facilities for the
utilization of these natural resourcesas
alternative transportation fuel is
currently inadequateinthecountry.
"Hence, theresolveof NITT tolead in
the provision of such technical skill
andfacilitiesacrossthecountry.”
Dr. Farah explained that "The
provision of these facilities across the
country requires a very huge
investment, preferably from the
Private Sector. It isin this spirit, that
the Institute resorted to pioneer a
Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
Project in the provision of adequate
technical manpower and facilities
across the country that will enable the
adaptation of Autogas as aternative
transportation fuel at the lowest cost
possible.

"Thisone-day stakeholder forumisone
step towards actualizing the PPP
arrangement asrequired by law.

"NITT is in discussion with some
partners both local and international
that showed powerful willingness to
support thelnstituteinthisregard.”
Commending the NITT for taking the
initiative in this regard, the Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of
Transportation, Dr. Magdalene Ajani,
explained that the event is geared
towards creating the most needed
awareness on Autogas as aternative
Fuel.

According to her, "the Nigerian
Transportation industry is unique due
to its large population base. The
Nigerian Population grew
exponentially from 180 million
between 1960 & 2016 to over
200,801,334 in 2019, leading to an
increase in the usage of Transport
Infrastructure and rise in the demand
for fossil Fuels, PMS, diesdl (dirty
fuels), thusmaking theindustry amajor
contributor to carbon emissions, which
posesaseriousthreat to human lifeand
theenvironment.

"Inview of the negativeimpact of these
dirty fuelsto the environment, the need

for alternative
options for
transportation
fuels such as
Liqguefied
Natural Gas
(LPG) and
Compressed
Natural Gas
(CNG) known as
Autogas became
widely used and
accepted as an
alternative
automotivefuel.
"Autogas, is
mostly regarded
as the second
most used Fuel in
the world today
after ethanal, itis
a nontoxic,
noncarcinogenic,
noncorrosivefuel
that poses no hazard to groundwater,
surface water, or soil. It does not leave
a residue, it is cheap, less expensive
than petroleum and environmentally
friendly. Autogas fuel tanks are 20
times more puncture resistant and can
withstand far more pressure than
typical gasolinetanks.

Explaining further, she said "Autogas
became more popular in Nigeria after
the former Administration declared
year 2020 as the year of gas and
continued to introduce programmes to
enlighten citizens to use gas as an
alternative fuel. This is because
Nigeria is immensely rich in gas and
hasavast natural gasreserve.

"It is worth noting that as at January
2022, datafromthe Nigerian Upstream
Petroleum Regulatory Commission
revealed that the Country has 208.62
trillion cubic feet (tcf) of gasreserves.
However, the current per capita
consumption of gasin Nigeriais still
oneof thelowest inthe sub-region.
"This could be as a result of factors
raging from Insecurity, Funding;
Infrastructure deficit; Fiscal and
Regulatory Policy inconsistencies,
among other issues."
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Protection in Every Drop

[ Tamper-proof

[/ Fully synthetic
seal protection

petrol engine oil

[/ API SN - high performance
petrol engine oil

| ™
M bll SU per From the makers of Mobil 1™

Mobil Super is the lifeblood of your engine, protecting
the heart of your car. Every Drop of Mobil Super is designed
to keep your car running for years to come.

For more information, visit 11 M bil superm
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