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TRANSPORT SAFETY 
TRANSPORT DAY, NOVEMBER 2020

hese aren't secrets, but if your Tpreflight planning tells you 
some of the risks you are 

facing are too great, consider these 
tips to help mitigate them.
Everyone talks about the weather but 
no one ever does anything about it. 
(Stop me if you've heard that before.) 
The same could be said about 
managing the risk of general 
aviation. Weboth this magazine and 
the industry as a wholespend a lot of 
time preaching to pilots about the 
mechanics of understanding weather 
forecasts, determining if the aircraft 
is capable, and making honest 
evaluations of our own performance 
in considering how and when to 
conduct a flight. But once we identify 
the need to mitigate a risk, we 
sometimes have little space left over 
to describe the tools we can use. Let's 
try to fix that.
The typical general aviation pilots 
are exposed to three broad areas of 
risk: weather, aircraft suitability and 
pilot capability. When the proposed 
flight raises complications in these 
three basic areas, we should consider 
what we can do to bring the increased 
risk down to acceptable levels while 
still accomplishing the mission.

Weather
To me, weather is the factor posing 
the greatest risk to safely and reliably 
operating a personal aircraft. To 
properly manage this risk, we first 
have to understand it, then evaluate 
the options we have. Weather is a 
“what you see is what you get” kind 
of thingyou can't change it, but you 
usually can work your way around 
the worst of it.

1. Get a thorough preflight briefing
There really is no excuse for not 
obtaining a thorough preflight 
weather briefing of some sort. You 
can call Flight Service on the way to 
the airport. You can pull up anything 
you want on your phone before 
takeoff. The tablet you use in flight 
probably has the capability to 
download a complete briefing, 
including graphics, and organizing 
the results for you.
“Thorough” is doing a lot of work 

here. That said, details about airports, 
available approaches and how the 
weather may impact operations are 
always important.

2. Timing is everything
Another popular saying about 
weather is something along the lines 
of “If you don't like this weather, just 
wait a bit and it will change.” This 
truism would seem to have been 
tailor-made for aviation since that's 
pretty much exactly what happens: If 
you wait long enough, the weather 

will improve.
Often the weather is moving andsince 
you can't do anything to change its 
trajectorythe smart thing to do is let it. 
If there's a cold front approaching 
your departure airport, and you don't 
want to fly through it, stay on the 
ground. It'll soon pass overhead and 
you can launch into clearing 
conditions.
Afternoon thunderstorms and early-
morning fog all move and evolve, but 
perhaps not on our desired schedule. 
Toughchange your schedule. Leave a 

day ahead, or later in 
the day. The point is 
to remain flexible in 
your scheduling to 
a l low fo r  poor  
weather. Plan things 
so you can wait a 
couple of hours for 
better conditions 
without impacting 
your mission.

3. Go around the 
problem
S o m e  w e a t h e r  
conditions don't 
move quickly, or 

they occupy a wide area. The low 
ceilings and visibility sometimes 
associated with a warm front come to 
mind, as does the wintertime inflight 
icing risk. But you have an airplane. 
Use it to fly around the problem areas.
This plan of action doesn't work well, 
of course, if your departure or 
destination airports are socked in or 
covered with ice-laden clouds. But 
those conditions will change, 
e v e n t u a l l y.  S o m e t i m e s  i t ' s  
worthwhile to get as close as you can 

to the weather problem and go the 
rest of the way the next morning.
I've often told a tale about a planned 
trip to Key West in the winter that 
didn't happen due to widespread IFR 
conditions. I didn't have an 
instrument rating at the time, but I 
also didn't about it long enough to 
realize I could have gone around the 
conditions by abandoning a direct 
route. I would have had to stop for 
fuel anyway, but I was so focused on 
flying direct that it never occurred to 
me at the time I could go around the 
problem.

4. Change your altitude
A lot of weather problems can vary 
with altitude. Icing above 12,000 feet 
usually isn't an issue at, say, 8000, 
presuming terrain allows cruising 
that low. If it doesn't, find a route 
around the icing at an altitude that 
resolves both the icing and terrain 
issues. If you can't find one, wait.
A lot of weather and related risks can 
be mitigated by changing altitude. If 
there's a deck of clouds you don't 
want to fly in, there's likely an 
altitude that will keep you out of it. 
By the same token, the jaunt across 
Lake Michigan to get to Oshkosh 
from the east coast is a lot less risky at 
10,000 feet than it is at 4000. 
Headwinds often can be at least 
partially mitigated by changing 
altitude, presuming terrain allows. In 
the same vein, turbulence generated 
by air moving over that same terrain 
can be minimized by climbing and 
perhaps accepting the headwind.
… R e a d  F u l l  a r t i c l e -  
https://transportday.com.ng/top-
tips-for-managing-flying-risk/

Top Tips for managing Flying Risk
By Jeb Burnside
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ajaj Auto - the world's largest Bmanufacturer of 3-wheelers, 
on Wednesday, November 

11, launched the most superior keke 
ever seen in Nigeria, the RE 250 
along with their exclusive 3- wheeler 
distributor Stallion Group. The RE 
250 was unveiled by superstar 
footballer Jay Jay Okocha in the 
presence of over 100 keke dealers & 
other prominent members at an event 
held in Lagos. The launch of the 
Superkeke, themed, “Bigger Heart, 
Stronger Body” marked the brand's 
association with the fabled football 
star and the company's desire to 
provide a better, stronger and more 
reliable keke for the Nigerian people.

The Bajaj RE 250 distinctly stands 
out because of a host of class leading 
features. The vehicle is powered by a 
236ccDTSi engine, the biggest 
engine to ever come in a keke. 
Company officials have highlighted 
that this engine has been running 
successfully in more than 20 
countries across the globe. The 
vehicle boasts many first-in-class 
features like front fork, CV shaft, 
bigger 10” tyres, clear headlamps, 
remote controlled MP3player to ,
name a few. Bajaj Auto has also 
upped the style quotient of the 
vehicle through a rear spoiler and a 
transparent passenger hood.    

The Bajaj brand ambassador, Jay 
JayOkocha, who also spoke about his 

he management of Dana Air Tsays it will commence daily 
flights from Lagos to Enugu 

and Abuja from November 17, with 
additional flights between Abuja and 
Owerri.
The Chief Operating Officer of Dana 
Air, Mr Obi Mbanuzuo made the 
disclosure in a statement issued in 
Lagos recently.
Mbanuzuo said that Dana Air would 
operate daily flights from Lagos to 
Enugu and Abuja, while additional 
flights had been introduced between 
Abuja and Owerri.
”The re-introduction of Enugu is part 

new brand association explained that 
the “brand's strong legacy and 
continuous efforts to offer best in class 
products to Nigerians has inspired me 
to associate myself with the brand”.

Commenting on the occasion, Mr 
Shaleen Nayak, Vice-President, 
West Africa, Bajaj Auto said, 
“Nigeria is one of the most important 
3W markets in the world and we have 
specially designed this vehicle for 
Nigeria. For instance, we have always 
felt that a keke rider in Nigeria 
requires a bigger, more powerful 
engine because of the tough road 
conditions. The addition of front fork 
can greatly ease shoulder pain for the 
rider after a long hard day of work. We 
are delighted to launch the RE250 for 

our Nigerian keke riders and we 
believe the RE250 will help riders & 
fleet owners prosper in their life.”

Mr Manish Rohtagi, Group CEO, 
S ta l l i on  s a id ,“ The  RE250  
Superkeke is a truly innovative and 
powerful product for the Nigerian 
roads. The company through its 
superior product and sharp service 
offerings and welfare initiatives will 
establish and forge long term 
partnership with the channel 
ecosystem and customers across 
Nigeria. Through these fulfilment 
partners, we envisage providing 
employment opportunity to 5 million 
Nigerians directly and indirectly over 
the next 5 years.” 
Ms. Helen Omojola, Muboj G.K 

Enterprises dealer from Lagos, added 
“This is exactly the vehicle which the 
market was crying out for and I am 
thankful that Bajaj Auto has listened 
to the demands of the keke riders and 
given us such a great product. I am 
very excited to start selling the 
RE250 here. 
The company aims to achieve a 
dominant position in the Nigerian 
market through the RE250 and has 
launched the vehicle at a competitive 
price of 800,000 Naira. The Bajaj RE 
250 Kekes are available from 
November 11, 2020 at all dealer 
outlets nationwide and will be 
showcased in 30 cities around the 
country from November 12, 2020 
with a host of market connect 
activities on the super keke with 
special appearances of Jay Jay 

Bajaj Auto launches RE 250 Super Keke in Nigeria

of our gradual and strategic route 
expansion drive and the frequent 
requests by our guests for us to return 
to Enugu and increase frequency 
between Abuja and Owerri, to serve 
our teeming guests.
”The hospitable people of Enugu 
require an airline that can take them 
from point A to B conveniently, on 
schedule, with seamless value-added 
services at very pocket-friendly fares.
“These are some of the options we are 
bringing to the good people of Enugu 
and Abuja'.
”Our guests are advised to visit our 
website www.flydanaair.com, 

download our mobile on Google play 
or Applestore or better still chat with 
us on WhatsApp 07051190363 for 
safe and ease of reservation or 
booking,” he said.
Mbanuzuo said that, Dana Air was one 
of Nigeria's leading airlines with a 
mixed fleet of nine aircraft and over 
27 daily flights to Abuja, Lagos, Port 
Harcourt, Owerri and Enugu.
The airline is reputed for its 
innovative online products and 
se rv ices ,  unr iva l led  on- t ime  
departures and arrival and world-class 
in-flight service.

Dana Air now connecting Lagos, Enugu, Abuja
By Cliffsimeon Akalonu
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h e n  f o r m e r  WL a g o s  s t a t e  
g o v e r n o r ,  

Asiwaju  Bola  Ahmed 
Tinubu, created the Lagos 
State Traffic Management 
Authority (LASTMA) in the 
magic year 2000, it was very 
c l e a r  t o  d i s c e r n i n g  
Lagosians that he was on the 
right path.

With a mission to develop a 
culture of regulation, control 
and management of traffic 
operations state wide: and to 
ensure hitch free traffic flow 
on Lagos roads; and a vision 
to reduce deaths, injuries 
and  economic  l o s se s  
t h r o u g h  r o a d  t r a f f i c  
a c c i d e n t s ,  c o n f l i c t s ,  
congestion and delays on the 
public highways in Lagos 
state by employing modern 
t r a f f i c  m a n a g e m e n t  
techniques to inject order 
and control into the road 
traffic system in the state, it 
maintains a goal to create 
atmosphere for a sustainable 

social and economic growth 
by ensuring free traffic flow 
in the state.
Before the advent of 
LASTMA, the control of 
road traffic in the state was 
the exclusive responsibility 
of the highly under-staffed 
Traffic division of the 
Nigeria Police Force (NPF).
Twenty years after, the 
agency has contributed 
significantly to the flow of 
road traffic in Lagos, as 
traffic jam remains a major 
challenge in Lagos city.
So many junctions and areas 
where the men of the NPF 
could not cover are now 
being controlled by the 
LASTMA teams in different 
parts of the state.
Nonetheless, the number of 
unscrupulous elements who 
are now wearing LASTMA 
uniforms seems to be on the 
rise, as corruption is now a 
common word amongst the 
officers.
Industry watchers had years 
back observed that a 

significant number of the 
Agency's staff are engaged 
not based on competence but 
on political expediency, and 
these hands are only given 
crash programmes. The 
situation seems not to have 
improved.
It is very common on Lagos 
roads, to see men of the 
a g e n c y  w o r k i n g  i n  
collaboration with social 
miscreants (commonly 
known as area boys) to 
h a r a s s  u n s u s p e c t i n g  
motorists. Though, we 
cannot run away from the 
fact that Lagos harbours a lot 
of unruly drivers.
Because so many roads in 
Lagos do not have Traffic 
S i g n s ,  a n d  L A S T M A 
Officers have capitalized on 
this to extort money from so 
many innocent motorists, 
e spec ia l ly  those  who  
unknowingly drive into 
One-Way roads.
It was not surprising when 
the  fo rmer  gove rnor,  
Akinwunmi Ambode, made 

frantic efforts to clean the 
agency of its rot, however, it 
seems it is back to business 
as usual. 
It is also very common to see 
L A S T M A  o f f i c i a l s  
abandoning their duty posts 
to chase allege traffic 
offenders. Then the traffic 
jam becomes worse!
Though the management of 
LASTMA, seem to be 
taking some measures to 
combat corruption which 
has almost reached endemic 
level in the system now, 
more and more and more 
needs to be done. THE 
MECHANISM (if any) BY 
LASTMA TO CHECK 
E R R I N G  O F F I C E R S  
SEEMS VERY WEAK!
Current governor, Babajide 
Sanwo Olu has a lot to do in 
order to put LASTMA back 
on track. He needs to set up 
an independent body to 
discreetly observe the 
operations of this agency. 
HE WILL BE SHOCKED 
BY THE FINDINGS!

LASTMA: 20 Years After-the Good, Bad, Ugly
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he Association of Nigeria Tyre TM a r k e t e r s  ( A N T M ) ,  
operating mainly in Africa 

Tyre Village, Trade Fair, Lagos, have 
called on the federal government, 
being their landlord, to assist them 
with rent waivers because of the 
losses recorded during the year as a 
result of the Abule-Ado tank farm 
blast, covid-19 Lockdown and now 
protests and lootings.
The President of the association, 
Alhaji Issa Akanbi, confirmed to 
Transport Day that part of the African 
Tyre village buildings was affect by 
the Abule-Ado tank farm blast and 
“we have made an appeal to both 
Lagos and Federal governments to 
come to our aid but to our greatest 
surprise, no reply has been made so 
far by both governments.”
Alhaji Issa Akanbi, noted that, “after 
new year's celebration, we all came 
back to face our normal daily 
activities only to meet difficulties 
from left and right. In February 
ending, the Covid19 pandemic broke 
out and we were locked down for 
over four months without buying and 
selling. After the pandemic, we were 
faced with "one day on and one day 
off.
“We cannot travel to China, Thailand, 
India and others where we buy 
p r o d u c t s ,  R e v e n u e  b e c a m e  
unbalanced and all these were what 
we are facing since this year.”
He said that it will also be of 
importance if the federal government 
can help them and waive this year's 
rent off, stating that the association 
and its members has gone through 
hell and lots of challenges and need to 
be considered.
The President further said that all 
their programmes for the rest of the 
year has been cancelled.
He said “we as an association, train 
and settle over 20 boys annually to 
become their own boss and to this 
regard, we also need government 
assistance, because the cost of 
training and raising people is high.
The association also appealed to 
Federal government to look into 
opening the land borders for 
businesses to flourish in Nigeria 
since nothing has changed with the 
closure of land borders, otherwise 
increasing prices on products. 
“We also want Federal government to 
do something fast, on Mile2 - 
Badagry road leading to the border 
since it is ECOWAS road, because 
the effect of that road is crippling 
businesses and something must be 
done as a matter of urgency.”

c c e l e r a t i o n ,  b r a k i n g ,  Asteering and cornering all 
rely on a very small contact 

patch between your tyres and the road 
surface, so it's important to ensure 
that they are safe and fit for purpose.
While there are many aspects which 
can affect tyre safety, the good news 
is that just a few simple checks can 
pay dividends.
The three most common areas that 
need to be considered are air 
pressure, condition and tread depth 
(or ACT), although if in doubt there is 
no substitute for having the tyres 
inspected by a qualified tyre 
professional.

Air Pressure
Correct tyre pressures are vital for 
maximum safety, braking, grip and 
good tyre life.
Prolonged under-inflation causes 
rapid wear on the edges of the tyre, 
shortening their life. They will also 
suffer from excessive flexing and a 
build-up of heat which makes them 
much more likely to experience a 
dangerous blowout.
Over-inflation results in a reduced 
area of contact with the road, 
accelerated wear in the centre of the 
tread and makes the tyre more 
susceptible to impact damage. It also 
gives a more uncomfortable ride, 
another factor to consider for those 
racking up the miles in their line of 
work.
Nevertheless, there's no excuse for 
tyres not to be at their correct level, as 
the recommended pressures can be 
easi ly found in the vehicle 
manufacturers handbook, inside the 

fuel filler cap or on a plate located on 
the drivers' door sill. TyreSafe has also 
developed an online and iPhone app 
which details the correct pressures for 
your vehicle.

Condition
A tyre's condition can be an important 
sign of serious and dangerous internal 
problems, so they should be visually 
inspected. Remove any objects which 
have become embedded in the tread. If 
you find any cuts, lumps or bulges, get 
a professional to check your tyres 
immediately.
The wear pattern on the tread should 
also be examined as irregular wear 
can be a sign of other vehicle issues 

Why Tyre Safety is Important

such as misalignment.

Tread Depth
The tread grooves help to remove 
water from the road surface allowing 
the tyre to grip properly and provide 
reduced stopping distances.
Car drivers who fail to make sure their 
tyres have enough tread not only risk 
their own life but also that of other 
road users who may be involved in 
any subsequent tyre related accident.
Tread depth should be checked 
regularly to ensure it meets the 
minimum legal standards. For cars 
this is 1.6mm across the central three 
quarters of the tyre around its entire 
circumference.

The South African 
T y r e  
M a n u f a c t u r e r s  

Conference (SATMC) has 
warned that the majority 
of South Africans have 
resorted to using second-
hand tyres to save on 
motor vehicle costs as the 
economy takes a turn for 
the worse.
Darren Hayes-Powell, 
chairperson of SATMC, 
said in 2019 it was 
reported that more than 
60% of second-hand tyres 
sold in South Africa are illegal.
“Furthermore, you could incur major 
financial debt as your insurance 
company can refute claims should 

your tyres be considered second-hand 
or waste tyres. It's one of the first 
things the assessor will check,” he 
says. 

Beware the masked risk of Used Tyres

Lockdown: Tyre 
Marketers call for

 Rent Waiver from FG
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anaging Director of MN i g e r i a n  R a i l w a y  
Corporation (NRC), Engr. 

Fidets Okhiria, has said  that the 
Corporation Internally Generated 
Revenue (IGR) stands at N1.4billion 
as at Sept. 30 as against the 
N4.4billion projection for the year, 
with N245million being remitted to 
the TSA as at October 31.
Okhiria said this at the 2021 Budget 
Defence to the Joint Committee of 
Land and Marine transport at the 
National Assembly in Abuja.
He said that the Covid19 pandemic 
affected its operations because train 
services were stopped which affected 
the IGR projection for the year 2020. 
“The Joint Committee is invited to 
also note that for the year 2020, the 
Corporation presented a separate 
Internally Generated Revenue & 
Expenditure Budget. The sum of 
N1,429,350,895 has been generated 
as at September 30, 2020 against the 
projection of N4,449,671,841 from 
our core activities, representing 32% 
performance. 
"It is necessary to mention that our 
Train services were stopped and 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e d  u p o n  
resumption due to the impact of 
C O V I D - 1 9  P a n d e m i c .  T h e  
construction work within the Lagos 
corridor including access to Apapa 
Port also impacted on our ability to 
provide train services. 
“It is important to mention that 
during the period under review, the 
Corpora t ion  s ta r ted  making  
payments from its Internally 

NRC generates N1.4bn IGR, remits N245m to TSA in 2020
G e n e r a t e d  
Revenue (IGR) 
into the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  
dedicated TSA as 
directed by the 
F e d e r a l  
E x e c u t i v e  
Council. A total 
s u m  o f  
N245 ,460 ,000  
has so far been 
lodged into the 
account as at 
O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  
2020.  

"The Railway 
P r o p e r t y  
M a n a g e m e n t  
C o m p a n y  
L i m i t e d  i s  a  
wholly owned 
s u b s i d i a r y  
c o m p a n y  o f  
Nigerian Railway 
Corporation. As 
at October 31, 
2 0 2 0  t h e  
c o m p a n y  h a s  
g e n e r a t e d  
N1,372,559,861,
98 representing 
9 1 . 5 %  o f  
N1,500,000.000 
which was the 
revised approved 
revenue target for 
2020.

 new research project aimed Aa t  improving  ra i lway  
navigation technology in an 

effort to reduce train delays and 
increase passenger experience has 
been launched at the University of 
Birmingham. 
The project aims to tackle one of the 
rail sector's biggest challenges: how 
to pinpoint the accurate location of a 
moving train. Overcoming this 
challenge is key to ensuring fewer 
train delays and increased passenger 
safety.
The University of Birmingham-led 
UK Quantum Technology Hub 
Sensors and Timing and the 
Univers i ty  of  Birmingham's  
Birmingham Centre for Railway 
Research and Education (BCRRE) 
are joining forces to solve this 
problem.
Experts from both centres will 
collaborate to develop a system for 
quantum-enabled navigation, which 
is a standalone system capable of 

c a p t u r i n g  h i g h l y  a c c u r a t e  
measurements without reliance on 
Global Navigation Satellite Systems 
(GNSS), which will help engineers 
ensure the health of the railway track 
and passenger ride comfort.
“The system we are developing will 
h a v e  g r a v i t y  m a p - m a t c h i n g  
capabilities, allowing engineers to 
understand what is happening 
underneath the track as well as the 
train's movement,” explains Professor 
Clive Roberts, Director of BCRRE at 

the University of Birmingham, and 
Co-Investigator for the Navigation 
work package at the Quantum 
Technology Hub. “The quantum 
sensors will provide highly accurate 
measurements that will help to detect 
the rate of change of the track, and 
subsequently, any deteriorations 
which might lead to faults.”
Professor Costas Constantinou, Chair 
of Communication Electrodynamics 
and Director of Research and 

Knowledge Transfer at the University 
of  Birmingham's  Col lege  of  
Engineering and Physical Sciences, 
said: “Our dependence on GPS can 
leave navigation systems vulnerable 
to spoofing or, more frequently, loss of 
positioning due to weak network 
signals  a particular challenge when 
trains are moving through tunnels, for 
example.

Research Project to slash Train delays, improve Passenger Experience

he Minister of Transportation, TRt. Hon. Rotimi Amaechi has 
re-affirmed the need to engage 

the communities along Lagos-Ibadan 
rail route in order to create enough 
under and over passes as a means of 
preventing accidents when the train 
service becomes fully functional, 
adding that all complaints by the host 

communities will be looked into and 
see that solutions are proffered.
Ameachi who was speaking while 
inspecting Lagos -Ibadan rail project, 
revealed that the communities along 
the rail corridor had written him 
several times complaining that the 
existing under and over passes were 
not sufficient, hence causing land 

problems such as erosion to their 
communities. 
According to him, the communities 
had also complained about erosion 
originating from the rail line which 
was affecting them because in the 
cause of construction, the grounds 
were raised very high.

Lagos-Ibadan Rail Line: We will look into Complaints 
of Host Communities-Amaechi By Ignatius Ushie

Managing Director, 
Nigerian Railway Corporation, 
Engr. Fidet Okhiria
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Performance classification:
Dexron Type A, Suffix A
Specification introduced in 1957. 
It requires the oil to meet certain 
limits regarding its kinematic 
viscosity.

Dexron IID
General Motors Dexron®-IID 
Specification. ATF issued in 1975. 
Contained ATF cooler corrosion 
requirements not l isted in 
Dexron® - II.

Dexron IIE
General Motors Specification 
Dexron®-IIE. ATF issued in 1991 
r e q u i r i n g  i m p r o v e d  l o w  
t e m p e r a t u r e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
compared to Dexron®-IID, 20 000 
cP at minus 40 °C.

ne of the major concerns for Oany new or potential car 
owner is the service cost 

affiliated with the brand they plan on 
purchasing. This means, potential car 
buyers generally opt to buy 
economically priced cars or cars 
offered by a well established 
automaker. But that needn't always 
be the case. New automakers are 
designing their latest offerings to 
provide competitive maintenance 
costs and with minimalistic attention 
you can bring down the service costs 
for your adored ride. 
We've also compiled 10 simple steps 
that you can take to harness 
prolonged and efficient service from 
your car.

Regularly Check the Condition of 
Engine Oil

A driver should ensure that the engine 
oil is regularly inspected and changed 
on prescribed time intervals. This is 
one of the most economical 
precaution that one can take to ensure 
longevity of their engine's service. 
Over the course of time the engine oil 
deteriorates, especially organic 
engine oils in comparison to the 
relatively expensive synthetic oils. 
Old oil can put engine components 
through unwarranted friction and 
stress that will eventually cause wear 
and tear of components.  

Top-up Engine Oil
Engines, even modern engines are 
designed to function effectively in 
optimum conditions. One of these 
conditions is the availability of 
necessitated quantities of engine oil. 
When an engine runs on depleted or 

insufficient quantity of oil, it is 
subjected to strain that might cause it 
to overheat, which may lead to metal 
components breaking of and entering 
the oil. These metal bits can harm the 
engine beyond repair by causing 
excess friction.  

Change Coolant Periodically
The cooling system should be flushed 
and coolant should be refreshed 
according to recommended time 
intervals. Even modern engine 
components are designed to function 
at specific optimum temperatures and 
old coolant may cause overheating of 
the vehicle, which may result in a 
complete breakdown.

Check Coolant
A 50/50 mix of distilled water and 
coolant (usually, as in some car this 

may vary according to their 
performance attributes) will make 
sure that your cooling system 
function in its optimum shape. This 
will also ensure prevention from 
corrosion and prevent deposit build-
ups inside cooling system, as the 
coolant act as a lubricant for the 
moving parts in the system.  

Refreshing Differential and 
Transmission Oils
Transmission and differentials are 
components that act as a bridge 
between the power developed by the 
engine and momentum gained by the 
wheels. These parts do not require 
frequent service but in order to 
maintain transmission efficiency 
their fluids must be changed 
according to the service intervals 
prescribed in the user manual.

Some Best Practices for a Periodic Car Service

Dexron IIIF
GM specification for 
Automatic transmission 
oil introduced in 1994. 
Successor of Dexron 
IID and IIE.

Dexron IIIG
Successor of Dexron 
I I I ( F )  a u t o m a t i c  
transmission fluid. This 
has  the  same low 
t e m p e r a t u r e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  
Dexron IIE, but with 
modifications to anti-
oxidancy and friction 
material. Introduced in 
1997.

Dexron IIIH
Dexron III license H 
was introduced in June 

General Motors Oil Specifications
2003 to replace the Dexron III G 
fluid. It has an oxidative stable 
base oil (group 2 or group 3). Oils 
according to this specification 
have longer maintenance of 
friction properties and anti-
shredder properties, better foam 
control and a longer fluid life.

Dexron VI
Specification introduced in 2005 
to replace Dexron IIIH. This 
specification requires better stay-
in-grade properties, oxidative 
s t a b i l i t y  a n d  a n t i - f o a m  
characteristics. Oils meeting this 
specification can be used with 
extended drain intervals and are 
energy conserving.
Mobil ATF 220 (in 1L and 208L 
p a c k )  m e e t s  D e x r o n  I I D  
specification. 
Mobil ATF 320 (in 1L, 4L and 
208L pack) meets Dexron IIIG 
performance specification 

Automatic Transmission Fluids (ATF)
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Pre-flight anxiety  spurred by 
endless baggage lines, security 
checkpoints and screaming children  
need not extend to fears of repeat trips 
to the airplane lavatory. But eat the 
wrong thing before you fly, and you 
may be contending with more than 
just an awful in-flight movie or space-
invading neighbor.
Unfortunately, airport dining options  
like a greasy fast food burger, oily 
pizza or a liquid lunch at the 
concourse bar  are rather limited. 
Still, if you're disciplined, avoiding 
the gut-busting trifecta of grease, 
alcohol and carbonation can help 
contribute to a bloat-free flight. There 
are even a few surprisingly nutritious 
foods on our “don't eat” list that are 
best avoided before you take to the 
sky. And for the long-haulers 
wondering if there's anything to do to 
prevent jet lag as they zoom from 
New York to Beijing, there may just 
be a food-based remedy: Eat nothing 
at all.
Remember to drink lots of water, eat 
some carrot sticks and nuts, and check 
out our five foods banned for pre-
flight consumption.

1. McDonald's Extra Value Meal
Okay, so we're using Mickey D's as 
the embodiment of greasy, artery-
clogging fast food joints typically 
found in airports. According to the 
medical community, the body doesn't 
do so well digesting foods laden with 
sodium and saturated fats in the first 
place  and digestion at 35,000 feet 

proves even more difficult. So it's 
common sense to avoid these worst 
offenders before flying.
But beyond the digestion problems, 
there's also the issue of in-flight 
blood circulation. Sitting squished 
and immobile in a pressurized cabin 
hinders blood flow, setting off a 
physiological chain that can lead to 
swollen feet, or worse, deep vein 
thrombosis (DVT). DVT involves 
the formation of a blood clot deep 
inside the body that when breaks free 
can lodge in the brain, lungs or heart, 
causing severe damage, even death. 
According to doctors at the 
C a n a d i a n  C a r d i o v a s c u l a r  
Congress, scarfing down a greasy 
bacon, egg and cheese sandwich can 
cause  an  a lmos t  immedia te  
constriction of blood flow. While no 
direct link has yet been made 
between DVT and eating a pre-flight 
meal high in saturated fats, fried 
chicken plus a cramped airline seat is 
probably a combination best 
avoided.

2. The Gas Giants
For obvious reasons, it's smart to 
avoid foods that encourage intestinal 
expansion, as the nature of the 
pressurized airplane cabin promotes 
further bloating. Chief among such 
foods are fried and super-saturated 
dishes, but even certain “healthful” 
foods  onions, cauliflower, cabbage, 
beans, lentils  can make you feel like 
an  over- f i l led  bal loon.  The 
aforementioned high-sodium foods 

can cause you to retain water, further 
contributing to that bloated feeling.
And gas troubles can transcend 
questions of personal discomfort or 
public decency. In 2006, a flatulent 
airplane passenger forced an 
American Airlines plane to make an 
emergency  l and ing .  Fe l l ow  
passengers reported smelling burnt 
matches, and the plane had to come 
down. A female passenger later 
admitted that she had struck the 
matches to conceal a certain aroma.

3. Alcohol
For many fliers, downing a few 
cocktails is part of their pre-flight 
protocol. It helps allay fear of flying 
and serves as a liquid sleeping pill. 
But doctors (yes, them again) say that 
consuming alcohol before or during a 
flight should be avoided, at least in 
excessive amounts.
Alcohol causes dehydration, which is 
already a concern for most fliers 
given the ultra-dry air and salty meals 
on planes. If having a drink is a must 
for you, counteract the effect of the 
booze by consuming plenty of water.

4. Carbonated Beverages
When flying, and especially on a 
long-haul, it helps to think of yourself 
as a super athlete, competing against 
the forces of dehydration, boredom, 
rude flight attendants and the smelly 
guy sitting next to you. As an athlete, 
you'd never consume a Pepsi during a 
triathlon, would you? You need to be 
at your peak, and carbonated 

beverages contribute to bloating and 
cramping, two enemies of the long-
haul athlete. Again, we're suggesting 
that you avoid foods that impede 
digestion, cause gas and potentially 
cause distress to you and your fellow 
passengers.
5. Everything
In a study published in the journal 
“Science,” researchers suggested that 
fasting for about 16 hours before a 
long flight may actually help to fend 
off jet lag.
Here's the study in a nutshell: 
Normally it's light that triggers an 
internal clock that controls when we 
eat and sleep. But according to the 
study, a second clock seems to 
override the first when the body 
senses that food is in short supply. So 
researchers believe we might be able 
to faster adjust to time zone changes 
by manipulating this second clock, 
based on hunger. 
In essence, if you make your body 
think it's starving, you'll be able to 
remain awake and alert until it's 
dinner time in your new destination, 
resetting your body's light clock in 
the process.
Of course, we must stress that the 
study was conducted on lab rats, and 
the link has not been found in 
humans. But travelers desperate to 
avoid slumping over at 6 p.m. may 
wish to test the study's findings. 
Which foods do you avoid before you 
fly?
Https://www.smartertravel.com/5-
foods-avoid-flying/

5 Foods to Avoid Before Flying 
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he Minister of State for TLabour and Employment, 
Festus Keyamo has disclosed 

that the Osubi Airport will be 
functional this month.
The Minister said President 
Muhammadu Buhari has already 
directed the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation to take over 
the airport which is located in Uvwie 
Local Government area of Delta 

he federal government has Tapproved N5 billion as 
bailout fund to the country's 

aviation sector following the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The disclosure was made by the 
Minister of Aviation, Senator Hadi 
Sirika, to the key stakeholders, 
during the recent three-day public 
hearing to repeal and enact Acts of 
the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA), the Nigerian Airspace 
Management Agency (NAMA), 
Accident Investigation Bureau 
(AIB), Nigerian College of Aviation 
Technology (NCAT), Nigerian 
Meteorological Agency (NIMET), 
and that of the Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN).

According to the Minister, out of the 
N5 billion bailout fund, N4 billion 
would go the domestic airlines, while 
the balance of N1 billion will be 
fairly shared amongst other agencies 
and other  re levant  avia t ion 
companies that were severely 
affected by the pandemic.

he Minister of Aviation, TSenator Hadi Sirika, has 
revealed that  Nigerian 

airlines owe aviation agencies over 
N22.2 billion. He stated this in Abuja 
recently.
The minister explained that the 
domestic carriers owe the agencies 
$6.9 million and N19.6 billion 
respectively and lamented their 

he Accident Investigation TBureau Nigeria (AIB-N) has 
affirmed its readiness to 

implement Safety Management 
System (SMS) to enhance aviation 
safety.
The Commissioner/CEO, AIB, Engr. 
Akin Olateru gave the assurance at the 
Niger ian  Avia t ion Workshop 
Symposium (NAWS) 2020 recently 
in Abuja.

State.
Keyamo's disclosure was in response 
to demands of Ovwie Kingdom, 
HRM. Emmanuel Sideso, Abe 1 
during a visit to his palace as part of 
the tour of his constituency to solicit 
fo r  suppor t  for  the  present  
government aftermath the #ENDSars 
crisis.
The Monarch had demanded the re-
opening of Osubi Airport, re-

'Osubi Airport to commence Operations this Month’

Aviation sector expecting N5b Bailout Fund  Ministe

construction of Warri-Benin Road, 
and appealed to President Buhari to 
direct NNPC to convert to permanent 
staff, the casual/support staff of the 
host and neighbouring communities 
with immediate effect.
Keyamo assured that the Osubi 
Airport would come alive in two 
weeks' time as President Buhari has 
already directed the NNPC to take it 

over.
On the NNPC casual/support staff 
issue, he said it was a labour issue 
that a petition should be launched 
with his ministry.
The monarch expressed appreciation 
of the effort by President Buhari to 
bring his message of peace to the 
grassroots. 

Airlines owe FG over  N22b-Minister
inability to pay their bills to the 
agencies, including five per cent 
charge from the Nigerian Civil 
Aviat ion Author i ty  (NCAA),  
passenger service charge, landing and 
parking fees to the Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) and 
overflight charges to the National 
Airspace Management Agency 
(NAMA).

evenue from the sale of Raviation fuel by two of the 
m a j o r  o i l  m a r k e t i n g  

companies in the country has dropped 
by 58.2 per cent in the first nine 
months of the year, compared with the 
same period of 2019.
According to online report by The 

Revenue from Aviation  Fuel Sales drops
Punch, the oil marketing companies, 
Total Nigeria Plc and MRS Oil 
Nigeria Plc, saw their combined 
aviation fuel revenue for the period 
ended September 30 decline by 
N14.9bn to N10.7bn from N25.6bn in 
the first three quarters of 2019.

AIB implements SMS to 
enhance Aviation Safety

Hon. Minister of Aviation, 
Sen. Hadi Sirika

he Nigerian Air Force T(NAF), has taken delivery 

of two Wing Loong II 

Unmanned  Combat  Aer ia l  

Vehicles (drones) from China. 

Wing Loong II will aid the 

government's fight against Boko 

Haram terrorism and banditry.

Announcing the purchase on his 

official twitter account recently, 

A i r  C o m m o d o r e  I b i k u n l e  

Daramola, said four other UCAVs 

are also expected by early 2021.
“Nigeria has joined China & UAE 
as the only countries operating the 
WingLoong II Unmanned Combat 
Aerial Vehicle,”

“The 2 x Nigeria Air Force Wing 
Loong II, which can remain 
airborne for 31hrs in ISR mode & 
26hrs in offensive role, will add 
significant value to coin & anti-
banditry. In the last 5 years, 22 
brand new aircraft have been 
acquired & 19 more are expected 
before mid 2021.”

Nigeria Air Force acquires Drones
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Use Right Lubricants for the Right 
Job
Synthetic oils provide better 
lubrication in comparison to that 
o f f e r e d  b y  m i n e r a l  b a s e d  
transmission and differential fluids. 
One should use transmission fluids 
that come with recommended 
viscosity levels suggested by the 
manufacturers and follow the same 
approach for other components of 
your vehicle.  

Cleanliness Needn't Always be 
Godliness
Washing the car is not limited to 
motivations that are courtesy of 
aesthetic favoritism. Washing the  
car everyday might result in doing 
more damage than good, though 
washing the same in a particular 
manner will help to maintain its 
aesthetic integrity. But this attention 
to detail should not be restricted to 
the outside. Underpinnings of the car 
require just as much attention and 
cleansing. All the muck that gets 
stuck under the car might eventually 
cause corrosion and rusting that may 
result in leaks, cracks and probable 
breakdown.

Wax On and Wax Off
Apply a fresh coat of wax every 6 
months, as it will keep your paint 
protected and looking good. There 
are different types of wax available 
in the market for different body types 
viz. metal, plastic and others. 
Exposure to extreme heat over the 
course of time may cause the interior 
plastic to crack. One should park the 
car in shade, use window deflector 
screen and if possible apply a UV 
protectant on these surfaces.  
Keep Component Greased up
Most parts requires grease to help 
ensure prolonged and effective 

functionality. For instance, ball joints 
in the suspension arms require 
periodic greasing to eliminate 
friction, this need presents itself every 
50000 to 60000kms in most cases. 
Components such as u-joints also 
require regular lubrication, so one 
should keep a note and check this 
driveline component periodically and 
get it serviced. One should also 

inspect wheel bearings and get their 
grease replaced according to service 
intervals.

Monitor Delicate Fluids of Your Car
Certain fluids in the car are 
hygroscopic, which is to say they 
absorb and retain water or moisture 
easily, which may cause components 
to corrode causing them to fail. 

Keeping a check on the quality of 
these fluids and getting them replaced 
on recommended time intervals will 
get you optimum service out of your 
vehicle.   Making sure you follow 
these simple steps and drive with 
caution. This will make your car stay 
close to your heart for a considerable 
period of time and easy on your 
pockets.

Some Best Practices for a Periodic Car Service

loritech is an automotive Ftraining school, skill and 
vocational center located in 

Warri, Delta State with the aim of 
r a i s i ng  young  minds  t o  be  
independent technicians.
Floritech automotive training 
institute was established in 2018 and 
since establishment has graduated 
many students who are today, their 
own bosses.
Chatting with Cliffsimeon Akalonu, 
the Managing Director, Floritech 
Automotive Training Institute, Engr. 
Isi Divine Otuokpokpo, disclosed that 
the institute teaches both theory and 
practical.
She said that the institute is Federal 
government approved and offers 
certificates that can be used anywhere 
around the country and anywhere in 
the world.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  E n g r.  D i v i n e  
Otuokpokpo, the institute is first of its 
kind in Warri and beyond.
“We offer 3 months program, 6 
months program, 1 year program and 
2 years advance program. The 
automotive training institute is so 
unique that  we have hoste l  
a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  t h a t  c a n  
accommodate multiple students 

within and outside Warri. Our course 
outline is Auto mechanical, auto 
electr ical ,  auto body repair,  
mechatronics, auto spray and 
painting.” 

She advised that, those who are 
finding it difficult with admissions 
into the university to study 
mechanical engineering, to take 
advantage of the institute.

Floritech Automotive Training Institute offers 
Admission For 2020/2021 Academic Session
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fficials of the Federal OMinistry of Works alongside 
other stakeholders have 

hailed construction giant, Julius 
Berger Nigeria PLC for what the 
Baale of Aseese community on the 
Lagos-Shagamu expressway, Chief 
Jamiu Kasumu Sholola described as 
“the enviable work the company is 
doing in this area.”
 
The highly respected community 
leader spoke at the stakeholders 
meeting convened Wednesday to 
address recent complaints allegedly 
thrown up when construction works 
on the highway got to Aseese area.
 
According to the Baale “the Aseese 
community people are happy with 
Julius Berger. We did not like 
motorists having to make u-turn at 
the junction of our community. We 
complained to Julius Berger and they 
have agreed to address our concern 
by closing that u-turn and relocating 
it. We sincerely appreciate Julius 
Berger's considerate willingness to 
address our community's safety 
concerns about the said u-turn. 

“The company's action assures for 
every member of our community. So, 
whatever disagreement there was as a 
result of the location of the u-turn at 
our community junction has been 
resolved by Julius Berger's very 
good, swift and proactive action in 
our mutual interest. This is the reason 
we trust the company's reliability in 
every professional and social 
situation regarding the Lagos-
Shagamu expressway project. We 
have total confidence in the 
contractor.”
 
Also present at the meeting with the 
community was the Deputy Corps 
Marshal, Federal Road Safety Corps, 
FRSC and head of the organisation's 

operations on the Lagos Shagamu 
highway, GK Hamzat. He appealed to 
the community leaders saying that 
construction work in any area should 
not be seen as some problem adding 
that it is a blessing of progress coming 
to the community. 

Continuing, the Deputy Corps 
Marshal said, “I wonder why people 
look at construction work in an area as 
problem. Construction work can only 
cause little delay especially in 
vehicular movement. Speed may then 
be reduced to say, 50km per hour. It is 
not supposed to cause holdups. It is 
not good to blame the construction 
company every time traffic jams 
occur, especially when occasioned by 
drivers' impatience and sometimes, 
e v e n  d r i v e r s '  r e c k l e s s  a n d  

unprofessional behaviour at the 
wheels. They must know today that 
majority of the accidents and traffic 
holdups are caused by pedestrians 
and vehicle owners. Whether the 
vehicle owners are commercial or 
private, they are responsible wholly 
for the hiccups at construction areas 
like Aseese.”
 
In his remarks, the Chief Resident 
Engineer of the client of the highway, 
Federal Ministry of Works, Engr. 
MO. Komolafe thus urged the leaders 
to continue to sensitise their people 
that Julius Berger means well and that 
whatever contruction works and 
relevant adjustments the company 
embarks on in the process are for 
improved traffic and welfare of the 
people of the community.

“Help tell the very good community 
people that Julius Berger means well. 
Whatever inconveniences they feel 
now is only temporary. We are 
building the road for the people”, the 
ministry official added.
 
Head of Operations, Ogun state-
o w n e d  Tr a f f i c ,  C o m p l i a n c e  
Enforcement Coirps, TRACE, 
Ojerinde Kabir, expressed his delight 
at the pace of work on the busy 
highway. “But Aseese people will 
thank God for a company like Julius 
Berger. I have followed their every 
moment on this Expressway by virtue 
of my official duty here. I praise them 
highly because the company really 
means well for the communities 
situated along the highway.”
 

Lagos-Sagamu Expressway: Stakeholders commend Julius Berger

n its effort to check the corona Iv i r u s  p a n d e m i c ,  G e e l y  
Automotive said it is set to 

develop healthy cars by investing 
$USD54m to fund the initiative.
In a statement, the automobile group 
said the move not only adds a new 
dimension to Geely's understanding 
of "passenger safety but also 
represents a new development 
direction for automobiles.
According to  the s tatement ,  
development of a "healthier car" 
differs from specialized medical 
vehicles in that Geely's products are 
made for ordinary consumers. 
The statement explains that cars with 
comprehensive virus protection not 
only require the capability to isolate 
harmful substances in the air but will 
also need to quickly and effectively 
purify cabin air for occupants
It further explained that ''Geely Auto's 
global R&D and design networks 
based in Europe, USA and China will 
jointly move to develop and research 

new environmentally sustainable 
materials with anti-bacterial and anti-
viral properties which can be used 
within air-conditioner systems and on 
frequently touched surfaces such as 
buttons and handles.''
Commenting on the development, 
Pres ident  of  Geely  Holding 
Group/CEO of Geely Auto Group, A 
N Conghui stated that Geely Auto will 
make full use of its global R&D 
system and resources as well as 
cooperate with professional medical 
and scientific research institutions to 

s e t  u p  s p e c i a l  
project teams to 
work on the new 
research.
He said, "Epidemic 
prevention is a job 
that requires the 
long-term effort of 
wider society. As the 
most common mode 
of transportation, 
consumers spend a 

considerable amount time in their 
cars, akin to a "second home" Only by 
making healthier products can we 
meet consumer demand for better 
quality of life. Based on the 
automotive industry's development 
direction built around electrified, 
connectivity, intelligence, and shared 
mobility, auto companies should 
commit to developing products that 
help protect the health of drivers and 
passengers. This will become one of 
G e e l y  A u t o  k e y  l o n g - t e r m  
development objectives.”

Covid-19: Automobile firm to invest $54m on healthier Cars
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he Nigerian Institute of TTransport Technology (NITT) 
Zaria has flagged off a training 

programme on  Road Traff ic  
M a n a g e m e n t  S y s t e m  A n d  
Administration for 2,107 staff of 
K a d u n a  S t a t e  T r a f f i c  L a w  
Enforcement Authority (KASTLEA).
The course, which is planned to run 
for 10 days in batches has senior 
management and junior cadres staff of 
KASTLEA as participants.
During the flag off ceremony in 
Kaduna recently, the Director 
General/Chief Executive of NITT, Dr. 
Bayero Salih Farah, represented by 
the Registrar of NITT, Mallam Bello 
Sule, said that he was happy that the 
Kaduna State Government  was 
leading the way in identifying with 
NITT services. "This is a long time 
coming. Let me, therefore, use this 
time to call on other transport and 
logistics companies in the State to turn 
to us to meet their transport training 
needs, he added.
Dr. Farah, described the development 
as a rare feat, considering that the 
Institute had been trying to penetrate 
the transport and logistics market in 
the State for decades with little or no 
response.
He specifically thanked Governor 
Nasir El-Rufai for the development 

he Maritime Workers Union Tof Nigeria (MWUN) in 
Bayelsa State has raised an 

alarm over the challenge of 
insecurity along the waterways of 
the state. 
Comrade Ipigansi Ogoniba, the 
s ta te  chairman of  MWUN, 
complained that the criminal 
activities of sea robbers were posing 

he National Executives TCommittee of the Road 
Tr a n s p o r t  E m p l o y e r s  

Association of Nigeria (RTEAN) 
has declared that based on the 
judgement delivered by Justice of 
the National Industrial Court of 
Nigeria on 13 October, 2020, Alhaji 
Musa Mohammed, still remain the 
National President of RTEAN.
The Legal Adviser to RTEAN, 
Barrister Suleiman Shuaibu, at a 
press conference organised by the 
Union in Abuja during the 
weekend, deflated the news in the 
public domain that one of the 
aggrieved members went to court of 

and assured that NITT would deploy 
most of its finest resource persons to 
man the delivery of the course.
The Honourable Commissioner of 
Kaduna State Ministry of Public 
Works and Construction, Haji 
Balarabe Aliu-Inuwa, who also 
graced the occasion, thanked 
Governor Nasir El-Rufai for "giving 
us the support we always need to 
ensure that the Corp has everything 
it needs to function at exemplary 
levels."

NITT trains 2,107 Kaduna Traffic Officers

She also thanked the NITT 
Management, noting that "this 
beautiful collaboration that has 
worked out so well" would 
ultimately inculcate in KASTLEA 
Staff the values they need to enable 
them serve Kaduna State better. 
"This gathering has enabled me to 
meet the entire Senior Cadre  Staff 
of KASTLEA for the first time", she 
added.
Hajia Balarabe Aliu-Inuwa also 
stressed the imperative of capacity 

building, noting that "it will allow us 
to grow from strength to strength" and 
help us attain our vision with 
precision. "We will come calling 
again. We are Oliver Twist", she 
added. 
Head of NITT Training Department, 
Mallam Umar Ahmad Ibrahim said 
that all that was needed make delivery 
of the training programme a success 
had been worked out methodically for 
implementation and thanked Kaduna 
State Government for approving the 
offer.

appeal to appeal for the judgement 
delivered in favour of Alhaji Musa 
Muhammed at  the Nat ional  
Industrial court, Abuja.
Barr. Shuaibu, while addressing 

journalists at the press conference, 
stated that no appeal was filed as 
speculated in an interview conducted 
by an individual as regard to the case 
delivered.

'Musa Mohammed remains RTEAN's National President’

a serious problem to the business of 
water transportation. 
He said that members of his union had 
been recording losses due to attacks 
by pirates. 
Ogoniba said that the suspected 
criminals usually dispossessed boat 
drivers and passengers of their money, 
handsets and other valuables as well 
as kill people during such invasions. 

Bayelsa Maritime Workers Decry Attacks by Sea Robbers
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here are some things you Tcan do to reduce your risk of 
pneumonia. These are 

important to follow if you have 
previously had pneumonia, to 
prevent developing it again.

Don't smoke
Smokers have an increased risk of 
developing pneumonia as well as 
other chest infections  and so do 
children whose parents smoke.

Practise good hygiene
Common winter viral infections 
increase the risk of pneumonia, so 
practise good hygiene to reduce the 
spread of germs. Use a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze and throw it in 
the bin straight away.

Avoid alcohol misuse
Excessive alcohol misuse weakens 
your immune system, making you 
more susceptible to infections, 
including pneumonia.

Get vaccinated
There are two types of vaccine 
available for pneumonia. They 

protect against the most common 
cause of  pneumonia,  the 
b a c t e r i u m  S t r e p t o c o c c u s  
pneumoniae. They aim to protect 
people who are at a higher risk 
from pneumonia, including older 
people and babies.

T h e  p n e u m o c o c c a l  
polysaccharide vaccine (PPV) 
is for people over 65 and anyone 
over the age of two who's in a 
high-risk group. Most adults will 
on ly  need  to  have  th i s  
vaccination once in their life.

The pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine (PCV) is given to all 
infants by the NHS. Babies get 
their first dose when they're 2 
m o n t h s  o l d .  
Https://www.blf.org.uk/support-
for-you/pneumonia/prevention

How do you prevent Pneumonia?

SOCIAL MEDIA 
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Official handover of PAN 
Nigeria Limited to the 

new Core Investor, 
Nesbitt Investment 
Nigeria Limited at 

Kakuri, Kaduna state 
recently

Governor Ben Ayade of 
Cross River state on a 

tour of the Bakassi Deep 
Sea Port project with 
officials of Antwerp 

recently

Newly appointed Permanent 
Secretary, Mrs. Anthonia Ekpa 

rdPhD (3  right); Obong of 
Calabar, Edidem Ekpo Okon 

th
Abasi Out V (4  right) and others 

when the new PS held a 
Thanksgiving ceremony in Abuja 

recently.

CEO/MD, Amareg Global 
Concept Limited, Chief  Reginald 

Chux Amadi,  receiving an 
Appreciation Award from the 

Federal Road Safety Corp RS5.21 
Warri Delta State, for 

singlehandedly renovating the 
FRSC Warri command office 

recently
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ivers State Governor Nyesom RWike recently commissioned 
the Rebisi flyover bridge in 

Port Harcourt, the Rivers State 
Capital. The contract for the 
construction of the project, the 
Governor said, was awarded to Julius 

th
Berger Nigeria Plc on 8  October, 
2019. The contract was later signed on 

th
18  day of October and the project 
works were flagged off for operational 

th
execution on 24  October 2019 with a 
16 months schedule for completion, 
delivery and commissioning for the 
use of the public. 
A clearly satisfied Governor Wike 
declared: “Today, Julius Berger which 
the whole country knows for its high 
quality, impeccable construction 
works and lasting engineering 
standards, has completed and 
del ivered this  infrastructural  
masterpiece for the beneficial use of 
our people, and Julius Berger has 
achieved this success a whole four 
months before the project's scheduled 
date of delivery. I can therefore say 
Julius Berger is topclass and 
matchless in project delivery. If we 
have more funds, we will very well 

give more projects to this seriously 
performing company”.
The satisfied Governor further 
added the Rebisi flyover project was 
one of five such flyover bridges 

initiated by his administration 
simultaneously and with Julius 
Berger, a contractor of no mean 
repute. “I am so happy today, I made 
a promise to my people. And today, 

I have fulfilled that promise. So many 
people doubted and said it was not 
going to be possible. When you make a 
promise, you fulfill that promise.
Governor Wike, placing a well-
founded empirical reliance on Julius 
Berger's very proactive commitment 
and performance of contracts, 
confidently stated that “by December, 
Okoro Nobo (former Rumuokoro) 
flyover would be commissioned, 
while in February 2021, the 
Rumuagbari (former Artillery) and 
Rumuola  f lyovers  would  be  
commissioned and GRA flyover 
would also be commissioned by 
March/April 2021”.
The Honourable Minister of Works 
and Housing, Mr. Babatunde Fashola 
(SAN), was the Special Guest of 
honour who inaugurated the Rebisi 
Dual Carriage Flyover Bridge, which 
has a 969. 4 metres' length and a width 
of 17.6 metres.
Fashola commended Governor Wike 
for what he observed and described as 
a “massive urban regeneration and 
renewal programme of the Rivers 
Governor”. The Minister, who toured 
the entire length of the bridge with 
Wike, said “such development efforts 
would promote peace, tourism and 
return Port Harcourt to its Garden City 
status”. 
Managing Director of Julius Berger 
Nigeria Plc, the brilliant, energetic and 
ever competent and inspiring 
engineer ing and management  
professional, Engr. (Dr.) Lars Richter 
said: “Your Excellency, the Governor, 
Sir, I assured you that Julius Berger 
wou ld  mee t  ou r  con t rac tua l  
commitments, and today I am happy 
that by the grace of God, we delivered 
the project four months before due 
date”. 

Julius Berger is Topclass in Projects Delivery-Wike

he National President of TNational Freight Haulers 
Association (NFHA), Chief 

Jackson Bent, on Sunday said that 
the Minister of Transportation, Rt. 
Hon. Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi, has 
proved to be an outstanding Minister 
of transport in the life of the ministry.
Bent told newsmen in Abuja that 
Amaechi has achieved a lot in the 
industry and was able to bring all the 
stakeholders in the industry together 
which has never happened before.
"This administration of the Minister 
is the best we have ever seen in the 
Transportation sector, I have many 
reasons for this since he came there 
has been a complete revival in the 
industry, especially in this present 
situation about fall of the economy in 
the entire world not just in Nigeria.
"In Nigeria what we have been 
depending solely on petroleum, the 
rest is history, we knew what the 
value change of Dollars use to be and 
what it is now. Therefore the country 
has nowhere to turn around to rather 
than the transport industry, mining 
and other areas to be able to sustain 
our economy and the development of 
the nation.
"Why I said the coming of this 
Minister is the greatest thing that 
happened in this industry is that 
when he came, the first thing he did 
was to call a general Stakeholders 
forum to re-adjust the Transportation 
industry."

Speaking on the Kano-Maradi rail 
line, Bent said that it was a real plus 
to the country because the 
establishment of the train service to 
Niger Republic would boost 
Nigeria's economy especially in the 
area of trade.
He said that many of the products in 
Niger stores are imported from 
France, stating that for the rail line 
to exist, Niger Republic would have 
gotten approval from France which 
means most of the products 
imported from Nigeria to Niger will 
possibly get to France.
"Most of all the food in Niger are all 
imported items from France and 

other places, So if 
Nigeria rail can open, 
all the trading aspect of 
i t  wil l  boost  the 
economy so much that 
you will be surprised 
even the people in 
K a n o ,  S o k o t o ,  
Katsina, and others 
wi l l  expor t  the i r  
produce to Niger, they 
have irrigation farms 
with a whole lot of 
produce in those areas.
"What I am saying is 
that, for the fact that 
they even agreed to 
execute the project, it's 
a plus for Nigeria. A 
plus in the sense that 
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e m  

depending on oversea materials and 
produce especially food, that can now 
be gotten from Nigeria.”
While highlighting some of the 
achievements of the association, he 
said that the association has been in 
existence for 19 years but was facing 
challenges because things were not 
properly put in place from the 
beginning.
Bent  added that  the  present  
administration had to do things the 
right way by transforming the image of 
the association and working with other 
relevant stakeholders, noting that they 
are operating now in 28 States with 
over 1.8 million members.

Amaechi is an Outstanding Minister of Transport -Bent

ndHon. Minister of Works and Housing, Mr Babatunde Fashola, SAN (2nd Right); Governor of Rivers State, Nyesom Wike (2  Left); 
Deputy Governor of Rivers State, Mrs Ipalibo Harry Banigo (Right); Hon. Justice (Mrs) Wike (Left), Julius Berger MD, Engr. Dr. 
Lars Richter and others  during the Commissioning of Rebisi Flyover Bridge in Port Harcourt recently

Minister of Transportation, 
Hon. Rotimi Amaechi
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he seas off West Africa's oil-Trich coastline are now the most 
dangerous in the world for 

shipping, according to a new report.
One Earth Future, which produces an 
annual State of Maritime Piracy, says 
that while attacks have been falling 
substantially in some regions of the 
world, in West Africa they've been on 
the rise and are now more frequent 
than anywhere else.
So why the increase in West Africa, 
and what shipping is being targeted?

What is piracy?
A strict definition of maritime piracy 
only includes attacks on shipping on 
the high seas - that is, more than 12 
nautical miles off the coastline and not 
under the jurisdiction of any state.
Inside a country's territorial waters 
and within port facilities, these attacks 
are defined as armed robberies at sea.
However, the data we've used from 
this latest report combines these two 
sets of data to give an overall picture of 
incidents at sea both inshore and 
offshore.
In 2018, there were 112 such incidents 
in West African waters.
It's not just the huge tankers exporting 
oil and gas from Nigeria and Ghana 
that are targeted.
Commercial ships from smaller 
countries are also in the sights of the 
pirates.
At a recent event in London, President 
Faure Gnassingbé of Togo - a country 
sandwiched between these two 
regional giants - highlighted his own 
concerns at the rise in attacks on 
regional shipping.
"Our region is distinguished by the 
r e s u rg e n c e  o f  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  
criminality on the high seas in the Gulf 
of Guinea," said Mr Gnassingbé.

Why are attacks rising?
Most of the attacks have been 
against ships involved in oil and gas 
transportation, such as tankers, bulk 
carriers and tugs. Fishing vessels 
have also been targeted.
The coastline off Nigeria saw the 
most attacks in 2018. This is partly 
because of "petro-piracy", targeting 
tankers from Nigeria's rich oil and 
gas fields.
There were also incidents reported at 
the loading and anchorage facilities 

in the Nigerian port of Lagos.
Piracy in the form of hijacking and 
kidnapping for ransom payments 
was also common off the coasts of 
Benin, Ghana, Nigeria, Congo-
Brazzaville and Cameroon.
Rich pickings at sea, political 
instability, the lack of law 
enforcement and poverty on land are 
all factors which have contributed to 
the increase in piracy.
Most of the seafarers affected are 
not from the region. Around half are 

from the Philippines, followed by 
India, Ukraine and Nigeria.
One of the reasons West Africa is now 
the number one spot for piracy is 
because of the downward trends 
recorded elsewhere.
The East African shipping routes 
along the Somali coastline have been 
notorious for hijackings and 
robberies.
But since peaking in 2011, rates of 
piracy there have fal len off  
dramatically in recent years.
This is in large measure as a result of a 
successful multi-national effort to 
patrol these waters and take firm 
action action against acts of piracy.
Local efforts on land in Somalia to 
change attitudes towards permitting 
piracy and building legal capacity to 
prosecute criminals have also helped 
improve the situation.
In Asia, the Malacca Strait, a busy, 
commercially important stretch of 
water  between Malaysia and 
Indonesia, experienced a high number 
of attacks in 2015.
Concerted action by regional naval 
forces has reduced the problem there, 
but piracy still persists.
Attacks against shipping in the 
Caribbean and off the coast of Latin 
American have, however, risen.
Venezuela in particular has become a 
hotspot for piracy.
"Political and economic instability is a 
big factor there," says Lydelle Joubert, 
an expert on piracy at One Earth 
Future.

Piracy in West Africa: The world's most dangerous seas?

MO and UNWTO encourage the Icruise industry and Governments 
to continue their efforts to enable 

cruise ship operations to resume 
safely.  
In a joint statement issued on 5 
November, the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) and the World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 
highlight the importance of the cruise 
sector for the world economy. 
According to industry data, the cruise 
sector supports 1.2 million jobs and 
contributes US$150 billion to the 
global economy every year Tourism is 
vitally important for Small Islands 
States, where it sustains millions of 
livelihoods and brings substantial 
socio-economic benefits. 
The two UN agencies also recognise 
the efforts made by the industry, 

countr ies  and internat ional  
organizations to protect the safety, 
health and well-being of passengers 
and crew, as well as the health of the 
population of destination port 
States of cruise ships. Since cruise 
operat ions  were  suspended 
worldwide due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the industry has been 
reviewing and enhancing its 
protocols to identify ways to go 
further in protecting the health of 
passengers, crew and the general 
public.  
The joint statement invites 
Governments to use the Guidance 
on the gradual and safe resumption 
of operations of cruise ships in the 
European Union in relation to the 
COVID-19 pandemic to facilitate 
the recovery of the sector under safe 

conditions, as well as three 
framework documents (operator 
framework, passenger framework 
and seafarer framework) developed 
by the United Kingdom's Chamber 
o f  Sh ipp ing  t oge the r  w i th  
C L I A .   
IMO and UNWTO emphasise that 
the resumption of cruise ship 
operations will also benefit the 
wider maritime community, since 
passenger ships participate in the 
automated mutual-assistance vessel 
rescue (AMVER) and are often 
requested by Rescue Coordination 
Centres to offer assistance to ships in 
distress at sea.  
IMO and UNWTO reiterate their 
call to Governments to designate all 
seafarers and marine personnel as 
key workers and remove any 
barriers to crew changes.

Supporting safe resumption of cruise Ship operations
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he Senate Committee on TMarine Transport revetly met 
with the National Inland 

Waterways Authority (NIWA) and 
Maritime Academy of Nigeria (MAN) 
over their performances in the 2020 
budget and the 2021 proposed budget. 
This was revealed by a statement 
obtained by Transport Day, from the 
Media aide to the Hon. Minister of 
Transportation. 
The Managing Director of NIWA, Dr 
George Moghalu, in his address said 
t h a t  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  t o t a l  
Appropriation for year 2020 was N6, 
349,834,548, made up of recurrent 
estimates of N877,941,048 while 
capital estimates of N5,471,893,500.
“This implies that the recurrent budget 
constitutes 13.8 per cent and capital 
estimates 86.2 per cent of the total 
2020 budget Appropriation for 
implementation.
“However, a recent review of the 
utilisation revealed that about 
N591,121,713.73 representing 67.3 
percent of the total recurrent budget 
was utilized while N844,891,399.63 
which constitutes about 15.4 percent 
of the total capital budget was utilized 
as at October, 2020.
“Though the financial performance 
stood at 76.3 percent of the total 
Capital budget,  actual project 
implementation performance for the 

period was very poor owing to delay 
in capital releases occasioned by the 
COVID19 pandemic that posed a 
very great global economic threat, 
the Authority's drive to actualise its 
objectives which remain the primary 
focus with the fiscal year yet to 
elapse."
Moghalu, however, said that a total 
of N6,625,057,455 was proposed for 
2021 for favourable considerations 
stating that it hopes to complete all 
on-going projects and enhance 
revenue generation. 
Commodore Duja Emmanuel 
Effedua (Rtd), the Rector of 
Maritime Academy of Nigeria, said 
that N2, 163, 692, 734 was 
appropriated for 2020 while 
N1,561,001,781 was released. He 
stated that the total sum of N2, 

Senate Committee on Marine Transport clears 
NIWA, MAN over 2021 Appropriations

254,341,534 was proposed for 2021.
According to him, the total recurrent 
e s t i m a t e s  f o r  2 0 2 1  w a s  
N1,165,939,238 while total Capital 
estimates was N1,088,402,296.
Effedua said that most of the projects 
at the academy were ongoing 
because of non- completion by the 
past administration, stating that 99 
percent of what was released in 2020 
has been utilised.  He noted that until 
all the ongoing projects were 
completed, no new projects would 
commence at the academy.
Speaking, Sen. Danjuma Goje, 
Chairman of the Committee said that 
the two organisations should give a 
breakdown of percentage of the 
ongoing projects to be able to 
ascertain the level of completion of 
each projects to avoid seeing the 
same projects next year.

By Ignatius Ushie

espite the adverse effects of DCOVID-19 pandemic, the 
Kaduna Inland Dry Port has 

processed about 68,420 metric tons 
of cargoes this year.
Disclosing this to journalists in 
Lagos, the General Manager of the 
port, Rotimi Raimi-Hassan said the 

port wants to create more value for 
northern states' economies through 
export promotion.
He stated that as of early October 
2020, the port received close to 
3,500 twenty-foot equivalent units 
(TEU) or 68,420 metric tons of 
cargoes.

Kaduna Dry Port processes 68.4 
metric tons of Cargo

TRANSPORT DAY, NOVEMBER 2020

he Federal Government has Tpromised to support the 
vision of the newly-opened 

terminal in Lagos by SIFAX Group.
SIFAX Container Terminal located 
at Ijora, Lagos was established to 
address the challenge of traffic 
congestion around the Lagos ports. 
Its vantage position, which is on the 
fringes of the port environment, will 
allow it to receive consignments 
from both Apapa and Tin Can Island 
ports through barges, without the 
complications of traffic congestion 
that  has  adversely affected 
businesses and port activities. 
Speaking during the assessment visit 
of the Ministry of Transportation's 
Min i s t e r i a l  Imp lemen ta t i on  
Committee to the new terminal in 
Lagos, the leader of the delegation 
and Director, Maritime Services, 
Federal Ministry of Transportation, 
Auwalu Suleiman, expressed the 
committee's satisfaction with the 
facilities provided and lauded the 
company for the huge vision it has 
set for the inland container depot.
He said: “We are here at the instance 
of the Minister of Transportation to 
inspect the terminal and make sure 
that it conforms to all the relevant 
requirements stipulated by law in 
setting up an inland container 
terminal. So far, we are impressed 
with the standards you have set in 
terms of space, equipment, facilities, 
your vision and future plan.
“It is also our intention to 
recommend to the government that 
this terminal should be adopted as a 
model for all future off docks that 
would be sited in Nigeria. We have 
compiled all your needs and 
complaints and they will be 
forwarded to all the relevant 
authorities for proper and immediate 
action”.
Earlier in his welcome address, Dr. 
Taiwo Afolabi, Group Executive 
Vice Chairman, SIFAX Group, who 
was represented by Capt. Ibraheem 
Olugbade, Executive Director, 
SIFAX Off Dock, informed the 
government officials that the 
terminal's concept and design are in 
line with existing SIFAX Group 
business plan of continuous 
expansion, proffering solutions, 
growing improvements in the 
maritime sector and the logistics 
value chain, meeting customers' 
expectations and complying with 
government's regulations.

FG pledges support 
for SIFAX 

 new Container 
Terminal
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he Lubricant Producers TAssocia t ion of  Niger ia  
(LUPAN) has expressed its 

disapproval to the “propensity of the 
Petroleum Product Pricing Agency 
(PPPRA) to arbitrarily inflate its 
u n w a r r a n t e d  c h a r g e s  f r o m  
N0.10Kobo to N1.23Kobo per litre of 
base oil imported, and insist on the 
registration of operators already 
licensed by the Department of 
Petroleum Resources (DPR) to 
import base oil, despite being shown a 
genuine DPR license.” 
A Press Statement by the Executive 

he Nigerian Independent TPetroleum Company (NIPCO) 
P l c  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  

commitment to ensure that more 
vehicles run on gas in Nigeria to 
improve efficiency and guarantee 
cleaner environment.
The Managing Director of NIPCO 
Gas Limited (NGL), Mr. Sanjay 
Teotia, said the firm was committed to 
providing access to motorists to 
convert their cars to run on gas in 
f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government's renewed initiative to 
reduce dependence on fossil fuels.
In a statement made available by the 
Ass i s t an t  Gene ra l  Manage r,  
Corporate Affairs, NIPCO, Mr. Lawal 
Taofeek, quoted Teotia to have said 
this on the sidelines of a gas utilisation 
forum organised recently by the Gas 
Aggregation Company of Nigeria 
(GACN) in Imo State.
Teotia, said NGL, which is a 
subsidiary of NIPCO Plc, was 
providing plethora of infrastructure to 
facilitate use of gas as the preferred 
energy source to motorists and 
industrial concerns.
He said the new drive of the federal 
government has been very apt in 
spur r ing  the  use  o f  gas  in  
transportation.
He said the company, which has so far 
fitted about 6,000 vehicles to run on 
gas since its inauguration in 2009, is 
pioneering gas-powered automobiles 
as viable alternatives to white 
products.
Teotia, noted that the initiative was 
conceptualised to offer alternative 
fuel to motorists as a result of the huge 
sums of money being expended on 
fuel subsidy, as it provides cheaper 
fuel and improve efficiency of 
vehicles.

LUPAN protests arbitrary increase of Administrative Charges by PPPRA

Secretary of LUPAN, Emeka 
Obidike C, stated that “over time the 
Association has been besieged by 
complaints from operators of being 
tasked with the payment of dues, 
charges, levies and/or compelled to 
register with agencies irrelevant to 
their operations or the sector as a 
whole; Operators, on pain of having 
their  consignments confiscated,  
find themselves acceding to their 
demands ,  and  fu r the r  f ind  
themselves inundated by  a deluge 
of paperwork,  draconian directives, 
bu reaucra t i c  p ro toco l s ,  a l l  

culminating in 
t h e  d e l a y e d  
r e l e a s e  o f  
consignments, 
a c c r u a l  o f  
u n w a r r a n t e d  
d e m u r r a g e ,  
other ancillary 
expenses and 
the  even tua l  
hike in price of 
b l e n d e d  
lubricants.”
According to 
L U P A N ,  
“severally the 
association has written the PPPRA 
on behalf of its members protesting 
this state of affairs and categorically 
stating the following: By the 
Petroleum Act, the Department of 
Petroleum Resources is the primary 

r e g u l a t o r  o f  t h e  
p e t r o l e u m  s e c t o r ,  
overseeing activities 
that relate to production, 
i m p o r t a t i o n  a n d  
e x p o r t a t i o n  o f  
petroleum products and 
i n d e e d  a l l  a f f a i r s  
relating to the oil and 
gas industry (upstream, 
m i d s t r e a m  a n d  
downstream) and that 
the PPPRA's continued 
refusal to acknowledge 
this fact could be 
construed as a blatant 

d i s r e g a r d ,  d u p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  
encroachment on the authority and 
jurisdiction of the DPR.”
R e a d  m o r e  o n  
https://transportday.com.ng/lupan-
charges-pppra/

He said the company has so far 
commissioned eight Compressed 
Natural Gas (CNG) filling stations 
in strategic locations and also 
established the biggest  gas 
compression plant in West Africa in 
the country.
Teotia applauded the federal 
government's initiative to ensure 
t ha t  more  ca r s ,  e spec i a l l y  
commercial vehicles, run on gas, 
adding that NGL has positioned 
itself strategically to ensure the 
realisation of the objective to the 
benefit of Nigerians and clean 

environment.
The Vice President, Prof. Yemi 
Osibajo, had said one of the 
strategies to make energy cheaper 
for Nigerians to carry out their daily 
activities was by using CNG 
through conversion of cars to run on 
gas.
Teotia said the company's efforts, 
which had facilitated more 
motorists embracing gas as 
preferred fuel especially in Benin, 
Edo State, where the pilot project 
took off and Ibafo, Ogun State, 
where the biggest gas compression 

plant in Africa is situated, is in tandem 
with the federal government's 
renewed initiative to enable motorist 
have the capacity to use both gas and 
petrol for vehicles.
He noted that government's effort to 
promote conversion of commercial 
vehicles based on the expensive 
nature of the kits was very apt, adding 
that it would also be good for cars with 
commensurate support
According to him, the Benin pilot 
project is a good illustration of cars 
running on gas as thousands of taxis in 
the axis are already powered with gas.
“We have since improved our 
manpower to key in appropriately into 
government vision on vehicle 
conversion to run on gas as more 
enquiry are been made in our outlets 
on how vehicles especially those 
running on petrol can be fitted with 
kits to use gas,” he said.
He noted that the NGL entry into the 
gas realm had created lots of 
employment opportunities for 
Nigerians and exposure to the latest 
technology in gas compression and 
conversion of vehicles.

NIPCO committed to promote Gas-powered Vehicles in Nigeria

idelity Bank Plc has added yet Fanother accolade to its 
burgeoning collection of 

awards. The bank, in recognition of 
its unflinching support for Micro 
S m a l l  a n d  M e d i u m  S c a l e  
Enterprises (MSMEs) in the 
country, clinched the award for the 
'Outstanding SME Supporting Bank 
of the Year' at the 2020 Marketing & 
Advertising Award for Excellence 

ceremony which held on Friday at 
the D'Podium International Centre 
in Lagos.
According to the organizers, 
Marketing Edge, the bank's 
nominat ion and subsequent  
emergence as an award recipient 
were a product of a review and 
assessment of its intervention and 
provision of long-term financing 
support for MSMEs across the 
country.
Receiving the award on behalf of the 
bank, Divisional Head, Brand & 
Communications, Mr. Charles 

Aigbe thanked the management of 
Marketing Edge for the recognition. 
“Our long-running support for the 
growth and development of small 
businesses in Nigeria stems from our 
recognition of SMEs as critical agents 
of economic development and 
transformation in Nigeria and the 
world at large.”  He noted that the bank 
had developed a strong multifaceted 
SME banking platform, driven by its 
tailored, low cost transactions banking 
offerings backed by the requisite one-
on-one and cluster focused advisory 
services and hand-holding support.

Fidelity Bank Wins SME Support Bank of the Year 2020 
…Aigbe Emerges Outstanding 
Corporate Communications 
Personality

Executive Secretary of LUPAN, 
Emeka Obidike C
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